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PREFACE

TO TUE

TFIFTH, OR SUPPLEMENTAL VOLUME.

‘WHiLE a national Biography is so fitted to arrest the general attention,
and endear itself to the patriotic feelings of those people whose great
and good men it commemorates, a national ScorriseE Biography possesses
such advantages of this nature, as must always impart to it an especial
interest. For it exhibits a country the least populous in Europe,
and originally the most remote and neglected, producing, in spite of
these disadvantages, such a multitude of leading minds in every depart-
ment of thought and action, as have advanced it into the very foremost
rank of nations, and given it an imperishable name in history. The men
by whom such a change has been achieved must have left a memorial
of no ordinary importance.

Something more, however, than a merely intellectual and historical
interest belongs, in a peculiar degree, to Scottish Biography. Those men
of whom it is the record, were in most instances of humble origin and
scanty resources—men who were obliged not only skilfully to use, but in
many cases absolutely to create the means by which they were borne
onward—and who yet, by their talents, their energy, and their moral
worth, won their way to eminence in every department of human excel-
lence. While patriotism is ennobled and purified by the study of such
examples, how persuasive a lesson they contain for the ingenuous youths
by whom the manhood of Scotland in a few years will be represented!
It is by such reading that they can best be taught—by the example of
such precursors that they will be best animated and directed. In these
instances they have full proof, that however adverse their own circum-
stances are, everything may be compelled to give way to indomitable
resolution, unwearing industry, and steady upright integrity.

A full national Biography for Scotland, from the earliest period till
1834, was accomplished by the work, the publication of which was com-
pleted during that year, under the title of “ Lives oF ILLUSTRIOUS AND
DistiNGUISHED ScoTsMEN,” of which the first four volumes of the pre-
sent is a reissue. But since the period of its first publication, circum-
stances have occurred, through which a large addition to the original
collection was urgently demanded. The close of the last, and the earlier
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part of the present century, have constituted an epoch in the history
of the Scottish mind, such as our country, prolific though it has been of
eminent men, has never previously enjoyed. But of these illustrious
Scotsmen of our own day, the greater part have died since the year
1824, while they were so numerous as well as distinguished, that nothing
less than an entirc volume seemed necessary for their memorial. If in
this estimate it should be alleged that a mistake has been made—that
the worth which our own eyes have beheld, and over which the grave
has so recently closed, has in some instances been rated higher than a
future time, and the increasing experience of society will ratify——still
we trust, it is a mistake which the succeeding generation will be easily
disposed to pardon. In this additional volume they will read the record
of men whom their fathers delighted to honour, and by whom, in no small
degree, their own characters have been moulded. In such an extended
mode, also, of writing a national Biography, a mass of information is
bequeathed to posterity, in which the excess can be easily reduced to
those dimensions which it ought to occupy in future history. This is
certainly & more venial error than that of a too compendious narrative,
the defects or omissions of which, in the course of a few years, it might
be difficult, or even impossible to rectify.

The author of this additional volume of the “ LivES oF ILLUSTRIOUS
AND DisTINGUISHED ScOTSMEN” has only to add, that the following
memoirs owe nothing more to him than the care of editorial revision:
viz., those of Joanna Baillie, Rev. Dr. Robert Balfour, James Bell, John
Burns, M.D., David Dale, Coloncl John Fordyce, George Garduer,
Charles Mackintosh, James Montgomery, and Thomas Thomson, M.D.,
F.R.S.

These were derived from sources of information to which he either
had no ready access, or were connected with subjects to which he
thought he could not render such ample justice as they merited. For
the authorship of the rest of the volume, whatever may be its merits or
defects, he claims the entire responsibility.

THOMAS THOMSON.
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BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY

oF

EMINENT SCOTSMEN.

SUPPLEMENT AND CONTINUATION TO 1855.

A

ABERCROMBIE, Jonx, M.D., the subject of this brief memoir, was one of
the latest of thgt medical school of which Scotland is so justly proud. He was
born in Aberdeen, on the 11th of October, 1781, and was son of the Rev. AMr,
Abercrombie, who for many years was one of the ministers of that town, and
distinguished by his piety and worth. The excellent training which John en-
joyed under such a parent,imparted that high moral and religiotis tone by which
his whole life was subsequently characterized. After a boyhood spent under
the paternal roof, and the usual routine  a classical education, lie was sent, in
consequence of his choice of the medical profession, to the university of Edin-
burgh, at that time distinguished as the best medical school in the empire. .
Here he applied to his studies with indefatigable diligence, and while his
fellow-students marked his progress with admiration, they were not less struck
with the moral excellence of his character, and the deep, practical, unobtrusive
piety by which, even thus early, his whole life was regulated. It was this con-
firmed excellence of character, expressed alike in action and conversation, com-
bined with hishigh professional talents and reputation, that afterwards won for
him the confidence of his patients, and imparted to his attentions at the sick-
bed a charm that, of itself, was half the cure.  'When the usual prescribed course
of study at the mediecal classes had expired, Mr. Abercrombie graduated at the
university of Edinburgh on the 4th of June, 1803, while only in his twenty-
second year, the subject of his thesis being *“ De Fatuitate Alpina.” He then
went to London, and after a short period of study at the schools and hospitals
of the metropolis, returned to Edinburgh, and was admitted a Fellow of its
Royal College of Surgeons on the 12th of November, 1804. On this occasion,
his probationa1y Essay, submitted to the president and council, entitled, “On
Paralysis of the Lower Extremities from Diseased Spine,” was characterized by
such clearness of thought and perspicuity of style, as fully indicated the
eminence that awaited him not only in his pr ofessxonal capacity, but also in the
ranks of authorship.

Thus prepared for action, Dr. Abercrombie, though still young, and com-
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2 JOHN ABERCROMBIE, M.D.

paratively a stranger in Edinburgh, resolved to establish himsclf at ouce as a
physician in the northern capital, instead of commencing his career in some
more humble district. He accordingly took a house in Nicolson Street, and as
a general or family practitioner his reputation continued to grow from year to
year without interruption. Even this, however, was not enough for his active
and benevolent mind; and therefore, notwithstanding the increase of business,
and its tempting emoluments, he gave much of his time to attendance on the
poor, as one of the medical officers of the Royal Public Dispensary. Still deem-
ing his own personal exertions insufficient, he would not rest until he had im-
parted his enthusiasm to others; and therefore, when his reputation in elinical
knowledge had gathered round him a host of pupils emulous to follow his
example, he divided the city into districts, to each of which a few of these
students were attached for medical superintendence. In this way, while the
health of the humblest of the population of Edinburgh was cared for, an efficient
class of experienced physicians was trained for the kingdom at large. Besides
this important service, on being appointed vaccinator along with Drs. Gillespie
and Bryce, he was enabled to take with them an active part in introducing the
practice of the Jennerian discovery into Scotland.

At length, when after a course of years, the professional experience and re-
putation of Dr. Abercrombie ha reached their height, an event ccenrred by
which it was hoped their excellence would be duly honoured. This wasa
vacancy in the Chair of Medicine in the university of Edinbwrgh, occasioned
by the death of Dr. Gregory in 1821. On this occasion Dr. Abercrombie added
his name to the list of candidates, while his friends were sanguine in the hope
of his success. But town-councils are not always infallible judges of scientific
attainments, and his application was unsuccessful. The following list of his
writings, which he presented to the Provost and Town-Council of Edinburgh,
on announcing himself as candidate for the Chair, will sufficiently show how
his hours of literary leisure, amidst a throng of professional occupations extend-
- ing over the preceding course of years, had been occupied and improved :—

1. On Diseases of the Spinal Marrow,

3, On Dropsy; particularly on some modifications of it which are success-
fully treated by blood-letting.

. On Chronic Inflammation of the Brain and its Membranes, including

Researches on Hydrocephalus.

. On Apoplexy.

. On Palsy.

. On Organic Diseases of the Brain.

On a Remarkable and Dangerous Affcction, producing Difficulty of

Breathing in Infants.

8. On the Pathology of the Intestinal Canal. Part 1. On Hens.
9. Ditto. Part TI. On Inflammation of the Bowels,

10. Ditto. Part ITI. On Diseases of the Mucous Membranes of the Bowels,

11. On the Pathology of Consumptive Diseases.

12, On Ischuria Renalis. .

After the decease of Dr. Gregory, Dr. Abercrombie although unsuccessful in
his application for the Chair of Medicine, succeeded him as consulting physician,
in which situation his services were often in demand, not only in Edinburgh,
but over the whole of Scotland. Ie was also appointed physician to the king
for Scotland —a mere title, it is true, but at the same time one of those honorary
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“JOHUN ABERCROMBIE, N.D. 3

titles that often stamp the value of the man, and prove a passport to the sub-
stantialities of eminence and wealth. In 1834, hisreputation was so completely
fixed, that the university of Oxford, departing from its usual routine in behalf
of the alumni of Scottish colleges, conferred on him the honorary degree of
Doctor of Medicine, and on the following year he was elected Lord Rector of
the Marischal cellege of Aberdeen. Besides these, he held other offices of dis-
tinction, most of which were connected with benevolent societies. In this way
his life went onward, and while he increased in wealth and professional reputa-
tion, his piety made him the friend of the good, and his benevolence the
honoured of the poor. But all was brought to an abrupt termination by his
sudden death, at his house in York Place, on the 14th of November, 1844. On
the morning of that day, having breakfasted at nine o’clock, he retired to his
private room, while several patients were waiting for him, and his carriage
standing at the door. As nearly an hour elapsed, his servant, alarmed at such
unusual delay, entered the room, and found his master Iying extended and life-
less on the floor, his death having been apparently all but instantaneous. It
was found, on a p:s¢ mortem examination, that the cause of his death was the
bursting of a coronary artery. Thus unexpectedly was closed the life of one
whom all classes esteemed, and whose loss is still felt and remembered.

Dr. Abercrombie was distinguished not only as a most eminent and successful
medical practitioner, but also as an able and eloquent writer. At first, his exer-
tions in authership were confined to the * Edinburgh Medical and Surgical
Journal,” and other similar professional periodicals; but when his literary
strength was matured, he produced a separate treatise entitled * Pathological
and Practical Researches on Diseases of the Brain and the Spinal Cord.”
Ldinburgh : 1828. 8vo. This work, which abounds in pure scientific know-
ledge, and evinces his profound research into mental character, as connected
with physical condition and action, was followed in the same year by ancther
of still higher merit, having for its title, ¢ Pathological and Practical Researches
on the Diseases of the Intestinal Canal, Liver, and other Viscera of the Abdomen.”
Ldinburgh: 1828, 8vo. These, however, though so highly meritorious, were but
prelusive efforts to something still more important ; and after a careful study
and arrangement of the materials which he had been accumulating for years, he
produced two works; the one entitled, * Inquiries concerning the Intellectual
Powers, and the Investigation of Truth.,”” Edinburgh: 1830. 8vo; and the
other, “ The Philesophy of the Moral Feelings.” London: 1833. 8vo. Upon
these works, of which the latter is a sequel to the former, his literary reputa-
tion will chiefly rest; and they will always continue to be prized by the
reflective mind, from the views which they unfold of the intellectual and moral
rature of man, and the harmonious combination which exists between the
truths of science and the revelations of Christianity. Independently, however,
of these writings, so distinguished by their profound medical, ethical, and
metaphysical knowledge, and so practical in their bearings, Dr. Abercrombie’s
pen was employed on the subjects of humble every-day usefulness, and pure
unmixed religion and vital godliness, so that shortly after the publication of
Lis  Philosophy of the Moral Feelings,” he produced his ¢ Treatise on the Moral
Condition of the Lower Classes in Edinburgh,”” and subsequently, ¢ The Elements
of Sacred Truth,” which were first published singly and at intervals, and afterwards
collected into a small volume. ¢ These tracts,” an able reviewer has observed,
S reflect the highest honour cn Dr. Abercrombie. It is beantiful to see an
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4 SIR ANDREW AGNEW, BART.

individual of his professional celebrity thus dedicating his talents and a portion
of his time to religious instruction. Such an example is above all praise.”

AGNEW, Sir Axprew, of Lochnaw, DBart., Lieutenant-General. The
family of Agnew lays claim, and probably with justice, to a more illustrions
antiquity than most of our Scottish noble liouses. The founder is supposed to
have been one of the followers of William the Conqueror. DBe that as it may,
we find the Agnew or Agneau of the day accompanying Sir John de Courey
in the invasion of Ireland, and settling at Larne, in Ulster, after that province
was conquered by the Anglo-Normans. Besides this Irish branch of the
Agnews, another, in the true spirit of Norman enterprise, entered Scotland in
the reign of David IL., where they acquired the lands of Lochnaw, and were
invested with the offices of heritable constables and sheriffs of Wigtonshire,

Sir Andrew Agnew, the subject of the present memoir, and fifth baronet of
Loehnaw, was born in 1687, and was the eldest son of a family of twenty-one
children. This wasa truly patriarchal number; but he lived almost to equal
it, being himself ultimately the father of seventeen sons and daughters by one
mother, the daughter of Agnew of Creoch. Sir Andrew embraced the military

. profession at an early period, as many of his family had done, and was an offi-
cer in the great Marlborough campaigns, as we find him a cornet in the second
regiment of Dragoons or Scotch Greys, at the battle of Ramilies, when hie had just
reached hisnineteenth year. Itwasin thiscapacity, and undersuch training, that
besides being a skilful and successful officer, he became distinguished by those
deeds of personal daring, as well as eccentric peculiarities of manner, that long
made him a favourite in the fireside legends of the Scottish peasantry. Among
these, we are told, that on one occasion having been appointed to superintend
the interment of the slain after one of the continental engagements, his orderly
came to him in great perplexity, saying, ¢ Sir, there is a heap of fellows lying
yonder, who say they are only wounded, and won’t consent to be buried like
the rest: what shall I do?” ¢ Bury them at once,” cried Sir Andrew, < for if
you take their own word for it, they won’t be dead for a hundred years to come!”
The man, who understood nothing beyond the word of eommand, made his
military salaam, and went off with full purpose to execute the order to the
letter, when he was checked by & counter-order from his superior, who perhaps
little thought that his joke wonld have been carried so far, On another ocea-
gion, when an engagement was about to commence, he pointed to the enemy,
and thus briefly and pithily addressed his soldiers: ¢ Weel, lads, ye see tleso
loons on the hill there: if ye dinna kill them, they’ll kill you.”

‘When the battle of Dettingen took place, which occuired in 1743, where
George II. commanded the British troops in person, Sir Andrew Agnew held
the rank of lientenant-colonel, and was appointed to the keeping of a pass at the
outskirts of the British army, through which an attack of the French was appre-
hended. On this post of danger, accordingly, the knight of Lochnaw stationed
himself with his regiment of Scots Fusileers as coolly as if he liad been upon the
boundary of one of his own farms in Wigtonshire. One day, while at dinner, he
was informed that there were symptoms of a coming attack—that the enemy’s
cavalry were mustering at no great distance.- ¢ The loons!’’ cried Sir Andrew
indignantly ; “surely they will never hae the impudence to attack the Scots
Fusileers!” and forthwith ordered his men to finish their dinner quietly, assur-
ing them that they would fight all the better for it. He continued eating and
encouraging his officers to follow his example, until the enemy were so nigh, that .
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a shot struck from his hand a bone which he was in the act of picking. “They
are in earnest now!”” he eried, and drew up his men to receive the enemy, wlo
came on at full charge. They were a portion of tle royal household troops, the
picked and best- disciplined soldiers of France, mounted upon heavy and
powerful horses, and armed with euirasses that were buckled close to the saddle,
so that the point of a bayonet could not easily find entrance within their steel
panoply. Sir Andrew, who knew that it was useless to abide such an avalanche
of man and horse, ordered his soldiers not to fire until they saw the whites of
their enemy’s eyes, to take aim only at their horses, and open their ranks as
soon as a charge was made upon them. This skilful manceuvre succeeded as he
had foreseen—the French horses were brought down in heaps, their riders easily
bayonetted, and the far-famed household troops were driven back with heavy
loss.” After the battle, George II. observed, ¢ Well, Sir Andrew, I liear that
your regiment was broken; that you let the French cavalry in upon you.”
“ Yes, please your Majesty,” replied the gallant humourist, “but they didna
gang back again.”

The most important military service, however, in which Sir Andrew Agnew
was engaged, was the defence of Blair Castle against the troops of the Pretender,
during the insurrection of 1745-6. On the arrival of the Duke of Cumberland
in Perth, to take the command of the royalist army, he found it necessary to
occupy and garrison Blair Castle, the seat of the Duke of Athol, then absent,
for the purpose of suppressing the disaffected of the district, and cutting off ths
communications of the rebels by the great roads between the southern and nor-
thern parts of the country. For this service Sir Andrew was selected, and des-
patched thither with a detachment of three hundred soldiers. Not only was
no siege expected, but the place was ill fitted to sustain one; for it was scantily
supplied with provisions, and had no artillery or military stores, while the sol-
diers had only nineteen rounds of ammunition per man. Of all this the rebels
seem to have been apprised, and, accordingly, on the morning of the 17th of
March (1746), Lord George Murray, lieutenant-general of the Pretender,
Lord Nairne, Macpherson of Clunie, and other Jacobite leaders, resdived to
recover the castle, and open their communications. They eame, therefore, in
great foree, captured the detached parties that were without the castle, and sud-
denly appeared before the fort itself, while such a visit was neither expected
nor desired. Most commanders in such a situation as that of Sir Andrew would
have abandoned the fort as untenable ; but he had not thus learned his military
lessons under the great Marlborough: he’ resolved to defend it to the last, not-
withstanding its impqverished condition, and thus give time for the collection
of those forces by which the insurrection was soon after extinguished at Cul-
loden. Ie therefore issued striet orders to his garrison, now reduced to 270
men, to save their ammunition with the utmost care; and, as there were no
provisions in the castle but some bread and cheese, he commanded these to Lo
dealt out in small daily rations.

As the obtaining of Blair Castle was of the utmost importance to the rebels,
Lord George: Murray, their ablest commander, commenced the siege in due
form.- IHe began by a summons to surrender; and knowing the old knight’s
fiery temper, he wrote to him to this effect, not upon decent foolscap, but a
piece of shabby grey paper. But who was to enter the lion’s den, and beard
him with such a missive? No Ilighlander could be found to undertake the
task, so that it was intrusted to a comely young servant maid of Blair Inn,
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who had found favour in the eyes of Sir Andrew’s young officers while they
resorted there, and who naturally thought that they would not allow her te be
harmed. She approached the garrison, taking care to avoid being shet, by
waving the paper over her head like a flag of truce. When she delivered her
credentials, she earnestly entreated the officers to surrender, assuring them that
the Highlanders were a thousand streng, and would ding the castle about their
ears; but this friendly warning they only received with peals of laughter, tell-
ing Ler that they would soon set these Highlanders a scampering, and visit her
at the inn as before. No one, however, would deliver the summons to Sir An-
drew, except a timid lieutenant of the company, whose nerves were further
unstrung by the use of strong waters; but no sooner did the old knight hear the
first sentence read, than he burst forth into such a storm of wrath, and uttered
such fearful threats of shooting the next messenger through the head whe dared
to propose a surrender, that the lientenant teok to his heels, while Molly, who
stood at the bottom of the stairs, and heard the whole, fled across the fields like
a startled hare. She told her employers, waiting in the churchyard of Blair, the
result of her mission, who laughed heartily at the rage of Sir Andrew. Still
further to provoke him, and perhaps tempt him to a rash sally, they threw large
stones at the walls, accompanied with biting jokes at his expense; but fiery
though his temper was, and impatient of ridicule, he was too wary a soldier to
afford them such an advantage. In the mean time, the more serious work of
the siege went on with vigour, and, though the walls of Blair Castle were of
great thickness, the assailants not only used common, but also hot shot, in the
hope of setting the building on fire. The wood being luckily not very combus-
tible, enly smouldered as it received the balls. But the chief confidence of the
rebels was to starve the garrison out, knowing how scantily it was supplied ;
and for this purpose they strictly blockaded the place, while their best marks-
men were ordercd to keep up a close fire wherever & man showed himself,
This last incident suggested to the officers of the castle a practical joke at the
expense of their worthy commander, whom they loved, feared, and laughed at
when they dared. They therefore got one of his old uniforms; and having
stuffed it with straw, and furnished the figure with a spy-glass, they placed it
at a small turret window, where it looked like no other than Sir Andrew
Limself reconnoitring the enemy below. The rifles of the assailants were all
Drought to bear upon it, and the best marksmen of the Highlands continued to
riddle this deceptive wisp, until Sir Andrew himself, wondering why this point
ghould have been selected for such a het attack, ascended the turret, and there
Lie saw this other identity standing under fire, as stiff, fearless, and imperturbable
as himself! e was in a towering rage at the irreverent deception, and resolved
that the perpetrator should not escape a share of his own joke. The wag was
ordered to go to this spot so full of risk, and carry the puppet away, Sir Andrew
gruffly pronouncing this retributive sentence: ¢ Let the loon that set it up, just
gang up himsel’ and tak’ it down again.”

Beyond all military calculation, Sir Andrew Agnew, with miserably scanty
reans, had made good his position from the 17th of March to the end of the
month. Lenger than this, however, it was impossible to hold out, as the pro-
visions of the garrison were exhausted, so that nothing seemed to be left them but
a desperate sally, or immediate surrender. A faint chance indeed there might be
of some messenger stealing through the leaguer, and carrying tidings of their
condition to the Earl of Crawford, who was then at Dunkeld witha strong force
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REV. ARCHIBALD ALISON, M.A., LL.I. 7

of Hessians. This was now attempted, and the gardener of Blair Castle under-
took to be the messenger. The gate was opened without noise; he stole out
unperceived, mounted a horse, and rode cautiously down the avenue to the high-
way; but immediately a firing and pursuit commenced, and, on the following
day, a Highlander was seen mounted on the gardener’s horse, so that the garrison
thought he must have been either killed or taken. On the 1st of April, how-
ever, they were startled by an unexpected messenger; this was no other than
Molly of the Inn, formerly the envoy of the rebels, who now came with the
joyful intelligence that they had broken up their encampment, and gone away
to Dalnacardech.  Sir Andrew, who was not only wary but short-sighted,
would not trust the news, and abode a day longer in his hunger-bitten hold,
when an officer arrived from the Earl of Crawford, to say that his lordship him-
self was on the road with his cavalry, and would arrive within an hour. Such
was the case; for the gardener’s horse being alarmed at the firing, had thrown
him, and been captured by the Highlanders, so that he had made his journey to
Dunkeld on foot. When Crawford arrived, Sir Andrew drew up his soldiers to
receive him, and thus addressed the Earl: < My lord, I am very glad to see you;
but, by all that’s good, you have been very dilatory ; we can give you nothing
to eat.” The Earl laughed good humouredly, and invited Sir Andrew and his
officers to dine with him-—an invitation that was never more welcome, perhaps,
than at the present crisis. The summer-house in the garden was immediately
turned into a dining-room, the table was plentifully covered with substantial
dishes and excellent wines, and the half-starved and doomed defenders of Blair
Castle were translated, as if by magic, into the regions of safety, hilarity, and
good cheer.

After the siege was thus raised, Sir Andrew Agnew’s gallant defence was not
forgot. IIe and his soldiers were publicly thanked by the Duke of Cumber-
land, and soon afterwards he was promoted to a Coloneley of Marines. In
1747, in consequence of the abolition of the many old feudal offices in Scotland,
his hereditary sherifflom of Wigtonshire was among the number; but he
received £4000 as a compensation from government. In 1750, he was ap-
pointed governor of Tinmouth Castle, in room of the Duke of Somersci.
He died, with the rank of Lieutenant-General, in 1771, at the age of eighty-
four, and was succeeded by his fifth son, Sir Stair Agnew, who was born
October 9, 1734. His father, who at that period was absent on foreign service,
found at his return the infant nestled in the maternal bosom. ¢ What’s this
ye hae got, Nelly?” he asked, as this was the first intelligence he had of the
event. ‘ Another son to you, Sir Andrew,” she answered. “And what do
youcall this boy ¢? I have called him Stair, after the earl, your commander.”
¢ Stair, Sir Stair,” repeated the knight, whistling the sibilant sounds through
his teeth—¢ Sir Stair, Sir Deevil! It disna clink weel, Nelly.” The sounds,
however, were at last united, whether they clinked or not, for the child, by tle
death of his elder brothers, ultimately succeeded to the Baronetey of Lochnaw.

ALISON, Rev. ArcmBarp, M.A., LL.B., this distinguished writer on
““Taste,” whose works procured him a highreputation among theforemost literary
judges of his day, was born in Edinburgh, a.p. 1757, and was the son of M.
Andrew Alison, one of the magistrates of that city. When he had completed
the usual course of an elementary classical education, he was sent, at the age of
fifteen, to the university of Glasgow, where, after the usual curriculum of Latin,
Greel, and Logic, he attended the lectures of Professor Reid, at that time in
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high metaphysical reputation, and formed an intimacy with Dugald Stewart,
which continued to the end of his life. Having been so fortunate as to
obtain one of those exhibitions to Baliol College of which the university of
Glasgow possesses the patronage, Archibald Alison removed to Oxford, where
he completed his course of study, and took the degree of A.M., and afterwards
of LL.B. In 1784, lie also took orders, and married the eldest daughter of the
cclebrated Dr. John Gregory of Edinburgh. Iis first appointment in the
church was to the curacy of Brancepath, in the county of Durham. After
this, he was appointed to the chapelry of Kenley in Shropshire in 1790, and
to the vicarage of Ercall in the same county in 1794, by the Earl of Darlington,
to whom the patronage of both livings belonged ; and in 1797 he was presented
to Roddington by the Lord Chancellor. In 1791 also, the small prebend of
Yatminster Secunds, in the cathedral of Salisbury, was conferred upon him
by Bishop Douglas. So many pluralities have an imposing appearance; but
their aggregate revenue amounted to nothing more than eight hundred per
eunum,  Circumstances soon led to Alison’s removal to his native city, having
been invited by Sir William Forbes and the vestry of the Lpiscopal Chapel in
the Cowgate of Edinburgh, to become senior minister of that charge. He re-
moved to Edinburgh in 1800, and continued to preach in the Cowgate, until
the congregation removed from that murky locality to the handsome chapel of
St. Paul’s, in York Place. In 1831, Alison, now an old man, and subject to
severe attacks of pectoral disease, was obliged to desist from his public labours,
and confine himself to the private society of his fiiends, in which the evening
of his days was tranquil and happy. The high reputation which he lad at-
tained both as a preacher and writer, and his amiable personal qualities, en-
deared him to the most distinguished literary characters for which Edinburgh
was now at the. height of its fame; and he was in constant intercourse, among
others, with Dugald Stewart, Dr. Gregory, Lord Woodhouselee, Professor
Playfair, Dr. Thomas Brown, Sir James Hall, and Thomas Campbell, Besides
these, he had been in familar acquaintanceship with the illustrious of the end
of the last century, such as Dr. Adam Smith, Dr. Adam Ferguson, Dr. Robert-
son, and Dr. Blair.  He was indeed the literary Nestor of the day, who
chronicled the remembrances of the great and good of a past generation for the
instruction of their suceessors. Another congenial spirit, though in a different
walk of intellect, whose society he especially valued, was Mr. Telford, the cele-
brated engineer; and it was pleasing to witness the zeal of the venerable pair,
while Telford unfolded his scientific plans for the improvement of their native
Scotland and its fair capital. = The death of Archibald Alison occurred in 1839,
at the age of eighty-two. By his wife, who died in 1830, he had six children,
of whom three survived him, and one of them, Sir Archibald Alison, is known
to most of our readers as the author of the « History of Europe from the French
Revolution.” .

Of the Rev. Archibald Alison’s life as an author it is now necessary tospeak.
Iis * Essays on the Nature and Principles of Taste,” the work by which he is
best known, was published so early as 1790, but attracted little notice—the state
of society being probably far from favourable at that time to metaphysieal in-
vestigation. Not discouraged by the cold reception of a subject which had
cvidently formed the chief study of his life, Alison, after hie had been for some
years settled in Edinburgh, republished his « Essays” with considerable additions
in 1811. e had now established for himself a more favourable class of readers;
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end he was so fortunate as to find a eulogist in Francis Jeffrey, then the Aris-
tarchus of eritics, and through the ¢ Edinburgh Review?” at that time the para~
mount oracle of the literary world, A very powerful and beautiful article forth-
with appeared in that influential periodical upon the long-neglected work; and
the consequence was, that the “Essays” immediately took theirplaceasthe standard
ofthe “ Natureand Principlesof Taste.”” The present generation canwell remember
how their boyhood and youth were familiarized with it, and how the pulpit and
the press did homage to its authority. But time has sobered down this en-
thusiasm, and Alison is reckoned neither to have invented a new theory (for its
leading idea had becn distinetly announced by David Hume) ; nor to have sifted
it with the most philosophical analysis, or expressed it in the happiest language.
But who shall arrest our fleeting emotions preduced by the sublime and the
beautiful, and reduce them. to such a fixed standard as all shall recognize ?
Longinus, Burke, Schlegel, and Alison, have all successively passed away, while
the science of aesthetics isstill accumulating its materials for future theorists and
fresh legislation. The theory of taste, like that of the weather or the tides, is
still the subject of hypothesis and conjecture. Besides his principal work of
“Essays on Taste,” which has gone through many editions, both in Britain and
America, as well as been translated into French, Mr. Alison published two
volumes of sermons, which have also been several times republished; and a
“‘ Memoirof Lord Woodhouselee,”” inserted in the ¢ Transactions ofthe Edinburgh
Royal Society,” 1818. The character of Alison, which is thusgiven by his son,
was borne out through a long and well-spent life :—* No man who held firm
and uncompromising opinions on the principles of religion and morals, looked
with more indulgence on the failings of others, or passed through the world in
more perfect charity and good-will to all men. . No man who had lived much
in society, could retire with more sincere pleasure at all periods of his life into
domestic privacy, and into the solitude of the country. * * * #* * Np
man who had attained a high reputation as a preacher or an author, was ever
more absolutely indifferent to popularapplause, as compared with the conscious-
ness of the performance of duty.”

ALLAN, Sir Wirniam, R.A., President of the Royal Scottish Academy
of Painting.. This distinguished painter was born at Edinburgh, in the year
1782, and was the son of William Allan, who held the humble office of macer
in the Court of Session. Notwithstanding the circumstances of his birth, he
was destined, like others of the same grade in Scotland, to undergo a classical
education, before his future path in life was selected. Accordingly, le was
sent, while still in early boyhood, to the High School of Edinburgh, and placed
under the preceptorship of Mr. William Nichol, whose memory will descend
to posterity more for the “peck o’ maut,” which he brewed to supply one
memorable sitting where Burns was the laureate, than for all his classical
attainments, respectable though they were.  The future artist, however, was
a poor Latin scholar, though Nichol was a stern and able teacher. In fact, the
young boy alveady felt nature strong within him, so that he was employed in
sketehing the objcets around him with whatever instrument came to hand,
while his class-fellows were occupicd with the commentaries of Czsar, or the
longs and shorts of Ovid. So keen wis this artistic tendency, that the forms
and floor of the class-room were frequently chalked with his juvenile efforts,
while their excellence invariably pointed out the offender who had thus trans-
gressed against academic rule. Another luxury in which he indulged, was

Y. B
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to linger near a group of boys playing at marbles ; and while studying their
attitudes and the expression of their countenances, he neither thought of the
class hour that had elapsed, nor the punishment that awaited his remissness.
After striving against the bent, Mr Nichol saw that he could not transform his
pupil into a lover of Latin and Greek; but his pupil had long been of the same
opinfon. He felt within himself not only his natural tendenc)t, but a vague
conception of the eminence to which it would lead Lim ; and his usual reply
to paternal remonstrance was, “ Father, in spite of all this spending of money
in learning Latin, I will be a painter.” A painter accordingly it was consented
that Te should be, but his noviciate in the profession was sufficiently humble:
he was bound apprentice to a coach-builder in Leith Walk, to paint the armo-
vial bearings on the panels of carriages. But Hogarth himself had a less pro-
mising commencement. William Allan, although a stripling not mere than
thirteen years of age, soon gave such indications of pictorial excellence, that he
was employed in the delicate task of painting certain anatomical preparations
at Surgeon’s Square Hall. At the commencement of his labours there, he was
locked up by mistake at night in the room where he had been occupied all
day, and was thus compelled to spend the hours of darkness amidst the skeletons
and mangled relics of the dead. The hideous effects upon the imagination of a
timid susceptible boy in such a charnel-house ; the sights he saw by the glimmer
of the moon through the crevices of the window-shutters, and the still more
terrible phantasms which his fancy conjured up, formed such a night of horrer
as no artist but Fuseli could have relished. Allan himself was wont at a late
stage in life, and amidst the literary circles of Edinburgh by which he was sur-
rounded, to detail the particulars of this ghastly bivouac with a force of descrip-
tion and amount of merriment that never failed to set the hearers in a roar. It
was making Yoriel’s skull to spealk anew, for the mirth of a present, as well as
past generation.

The high promise of excellence which the coach-panel painting of William
Allan afforded, so won upon his employer, that, through the influence of the
latter, he was cntered in the Trustees’ Academy, where he was a pupil for
several years; and it is worthy of remark that Wilkie entered this school at
the same period with Allan, sat on the same form, and copied from the same
models and drawings. This circumstance, independently of their mutual en-
thusiasm for the art in which they were afterwards so distinguished, ripened
an affection between them which no jealous rivalry could subsequently disturb,
‘Their friendship continued unabated till the close of Wilkie’s life; and Allan
was wont, while training his scholars, to refer to his illustrious fellow-pupil, as
their best model and example. After he had spent several years in the lessons
of the Trustees’ Academy, where he had a faithful and efficient teacher in Mr.
Graham, of whose instructions he always spoke with gratitude and respect,
Allan went to London, and was admitted to the school of the Royal Academy.
On commencing active life, however, he soon experienced the difficulties with
which the Fine Arts, as a profession, have to contend in the great metropolis
of merchandise: his superiority was not appreciated with that readiness which
his youthful enthusiasm had anticipated, and the demands upon his pencil were
so few, as would soon lave been insufficient to furnish him with the means of
a mere subsistence. Like his countrymen so situated, he resolved to try the
experiment elsewhere, and find, or make a home, wherever his talents could
be best appreciated. The place which he selected for trisl was Russia, a




STR WILLIAM ALLAN, R.A. 11

country still semi-barbarous, and but imperfectly known in general society,
and where the Fine Arts seemed to have little chance of a cordial reception,
amidst the recent, and as yet, imperfect civilization of the people.* The bold-
ness of his choice also was fully matched by scantiness of means for its execu-
tion ; for he knew nothing of the Russ language, was slenderly provided with
money, and had only one or two letters of introduction to some of his country-
men in St. Petersburg.

Thus inadequately eqmpped the artist-adventurcr threw himself into that
bold career which was ultimately to lead to fame and fortune. Even the com-
mencement was attended with a startling omen ; for the ship in which he em-
barked for Riga was tossed about by adverse winds, and at length driven almost
a wreck into Memel. Thus, contrary to his purpose, Allan found himself the
temporary inhabitant of a sea-port town in Prussia, in the midst of a people
to whose tongue he was a stranger, and with pecuniary resources which a few
days would have exhausted. Still, however, his stout heart triumphed over
the difficulty. Having settled himself at an inn, he commenced in due form
the occupation of portrait painter, and had for his first sitter the Danish consul,
to whom he had been introduced by the captain of the vessel that brought him
to Memel. Other sitters followed; and having thus recruited his exhausted
purse, he resumed his original purpose of travelling to Russia, which he did by
land, passing on his way to St. Petersburg through a considerable part of the
Russian army, which was at that time on its march to the fatal field of Aus-
terlitz. At St. Petersburg, he found an cffectual patron in his countryman,
Sir Alexander Crichton, physician to the imperial family, to whom he was
warmly recommended by Colonel Crichton, the physician’s brother, one of his
early patrons in Scotland, and by Sir ‘Alexander he was introduced to an
extensive and fashionable circle of society, where his artistic talents were
appreciated, and his opportunities for their improvement furthered. To
accomplish that improvement, indeed, was so strongly the desire of his
ardent enthusiastic mind, that neither the motives of personal comfort
and safety, nor the attractive society of the Russian capital, could withhold
him from a course of adventurous self-denying travel. He therefore repaired
to the Ukraine, where he resided for several years, studying the wild scenery
of the steppes, and the still wilder costume and manners of its inhabitants,
with a fearless and observant eye. He also made occasional journeys to Turkey
and Tartary, as well as to the remote dependencies of the Russian empire,
dwelling in the hut of the barbarian serf, or the tent of the wandering nomade,
as well as the palace of the boyar and the emir; and amidst the picturesque
tribes of the east and north, with whom he thus freely fraternized, he enjoyed
a daily intercourse with those whom his less adventurous brethren at home are
contented to delineate from the narratives of the traveller or the waking dreams
of the studio. The large collection which Allan made of the dresses, armour,
weapons, and utensils of the various communities among whom he sojourned,
and the life-like ease and fidelity of form, feature,-and costume, by which the
figures of his principal paintings are distinguished, attest how carefully and
how completely he had identified himsclf with Russian, Turk, and Pole, with
Cossack, Circassian, and Bashkir. It is much to be regretted that no journal
appears to have been kept by the artist of the many stirring scenes he witnessed,
and the strange adventures he underwent in this novel pilgrimage in quest of
the sublime and the beautiful. That they were pregnant with interest and instruc-
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tion, and worthy of a permanent record, was well evinced by the delight
with ‘which his hearers were wont to listen to his conversational narratives,
when lie happened—which was but rarely—to allude to the events of his
travels. He appears also to have become an especial favourite with those rude
children of the mountain and the desert among whom he sojourned, and whosz
language, dress, and manners he adopted, so that he is still remembered
by the old among them as an adopted son or brother, while in Poland, the
usual name by which he is distinguished is, le Raphael Ecossais—the Scottish
Raphael.

After this romantic apprenticeship to his beloved profession, in which he
established for himself a high reputation asa painter among foreigners, while he
was still unknown at home, Allan resolved in 1812 to return to his native land,
for which lie had never ceased, amidst all his travels, to entertain a most affec-
tionate longing. But the invasion of Russia by Napoleon obliged hiim to post-
pone his purpose ; and, in addition to the large stock of ideas which he had
already accumulated for future delineation, he was compelled to witness, and
treasure up remembrances of the worst effects of war upon its grandest scale—
bloodshied, conflagration, and famine maddening every human passion and
feeling to the uttermost. On the restoration of peace in 1814, Allan returned
to Edinburgh aftera ten years’ absence, and commenced in earnest the work
for which he had undergone so singular a training. His first effort, which was
finished in 1815, and exhibited in Somerset House, was his well-known
painting of the “ Circassian Captives;” and after this, followed the *Tartar
Banditti; ” “ Haslan Gherai crossing the Kuban ;' “A Jewish Wedding in
Poland;” and “ Prisoners conveyed to Siberia by Cossacks” But, notwith-
standing the now higlily established reputation of these and other productions,
which he exhibited in his native city, along with the costumes and weapons of
the countries by which his paintings were illustrated, s home reputation was
very hard to establish: his countrymen, with their proverbial caution, were
slow to perceive the excellencies that addressed them in such an unwonted
form, and refused to sympathize, at first sight, with Poles, Tartars, and Cir-
cassians. It was well, therefore, for Allan that his labours had already been
prized in Russia, so that he had not been allowed to return home empty-handed.
He persevered with the same bolduess that had carried Itim onward through the
encampments of the Calmucks, or the defiles of the Caucasus; and to all the
remonstrances of his relations, who advised him to leave such unprofitable work
and betake himself to portraits, by which he would gain both fame and money,
his invariable answer was, I will be a historical painter.” * His perseverance
was at last rewarded. Sir Walter Scott, John Lockhart, and John Wilson, with
others, who were able to appreciate the artist’s merits, combined to purchase
the “ Circassian Captives” at a price adequate to its value; and having done
this, the individual possession of the painting Was decided among them by lot,
in consequence of which it became the property of the Farl of Wemyss,
¢ Haslan Gherai,” and the “Siberian Exiles,”” also found a munificent pur-
chaser in the Grand Duke Nicholas, now Emperor of Russia, when he visited
the Scottish capital. The tide had thus changed; and it hore him on to
fortune, not only in pecuniary matters, but to what he had still more at heart—
the establishment of his reputation as a Scottish painter of history. Although
they are so well known, the following listof his principal productions may hero
De fitly introduced : —
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Tue Stave MarkeT At CoNsTaANTINOPLE—purchased by Alexander Hill, Esq.,
and now the property of Miss Davidson of Durievale, Fife.

Joux Kxox apmonisiing Mary QUEEN oF Scors.—This is the well-known
scene described by the Reformer himself, in which the beautiful queen, irritated
by his bold sentiments about the limited power of sovereigns, and the liberty of
their subjects, burst into tears.

Tue OrrHAN, a scene at Abbotsford, in the interior of Sir Walter Scott’s
breakfast-room.

Tue Mrering of Davip Deans with u1s DAvGHTER JEANNIE AT RosENFATI,
In the tale of the ¢ Heart of Mid-Lothian,” Sir Walter Scott, after describing the
dress, look, a:sd attitude of the stern old father, adds, < So happily did they
assort together, that, should I ever again see my friends Wilkie or Allan, I will
try to borrow or steal from them a sketch of this very scene.” This was a fair
challenge, which Allan gladly accepted, and the picture of the meeting at Rose-
neath was the result.

Tne Recest Murray suot BY Hamivrox oF BorawerLuaveH.—In this great
event of Scottish history, the painter, instead of confining himself to the strict
historical record, has adopted the poetical description of Sir Walter Scott in his
ballad of Cadzow. This gave the artist an opportunity of introducing several
personages who were not present at the scene, such as John Knox, and the Earl
of Morton,

Tune Murper oF Davip Rizzio.

Tue Fair Maip o Permi —The scene is that in the glover’s house, wlen
Henry of the Wyud was suddenly awoke on Valentine’s morn by the bashful
salute of the fair object of his affections, according to the established custom of
the festival.

‘I'ue BatTLE oF PrEstonrans.—The central and chief object in this painting
is the death of Colonel Gardiner, amidst the small handful of English infantry
whom ke joined when his cavalry had deserted him.

Tue Ertrick SHEPHERD'S BirtHpAY.—In this painting, the portraits of the
principal friends of the artist and poet are introduced within the interior of
Hogg's house at Eltrive, after a day spent in trouting and rambling among the
mountains.

Tur DEATH OF ARCHBISHOP SHARPE.

A Press-Gava.—The terrible and heart-rending fidelity and power of this
delineation have always placed it in the foremost rank of Allan’s artistic pro-
duetions. A young man, the son of a fisherman, has just returned from a long
voyage in a merchant ship, and been welcomed by his parents, relatives, and
mistress: the trinmphant feast is prepared, and the happiness ‘of the party has
reached its height, when a press-gang suddenly rushes in, and the sailor-boy is
within their grasp, and about to be carried off, The agony of the parents; the
fruitless attempt of the mother to bribe the leader of the gang; the stupor of
the aged grandfather and grandmother, with whom this seems to be the last, as
well as the most crushing affliction which a long-spent and now worn-out life
could have in store for them—and saddest of all, the half-dressed maiden who
has hurried to welcome her lover’s return, but only to lose him, and who has
fallen into an insensibility that might be mistaken for death—compose a group
of misery which art has seldom equalled, and perhaps never surpassed.

These are but a few of Allan’s many productions, which were prized by com-
petent judges as masterpieces of historical painting, and the greater part of which
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have been familiarized to the public at large through the medium of engraving.
His labours, however, were more than once subject to interruption from ill
health; and at last, a complaint in the eyes suspended his exertions for several
years, and threatened to end in total blindness. By medical advice he went to
Italy; and after sojourning a winter at Rome, and spending a short time in
Naples, he visited Constantinople, Asia Minor, and Greece, and returned with
recruited health to his beloved studio in Edinburgh. Ile became once more &
traveller in 1834, being desirons of visiting the romantic and historieal scenery
of Spain. His journey on this occasion extended into Western Barbary, and
would have been still further lengthened, but for a sudden necessity of return-
ing home, after which he continued to produce many of his best paintings. A
desire also to paint the Battle of Waterloo led him several times to France and
Belgium, that he might collect sufficient materials in costume, scenery, and in-
cident, and study accurately the field of conflict. The result was a magnificent
view of this great combat of nations, which, at the exhibition of the Royal
Academy in 1843, was purchased by the Duke of Wellington, who testified his
approbation of its truth and accuracy. Allan had now done enough for fame
and fortune, both as artist and traveller; but in 1844, he again grasped his
pilgrim’s staff for a journey into the far north. Ile visited Russia, and there
produced his painting of “Peter the Great teaching his subjects the art of ship-
building;” which, after being exhibited in the Royal Academy in 1845, was
purchased by the Emperor of Russia, for the winter palace of St. Petersburg.
In consequence of the success of his first painting of Waterloo, he resolved on
producing a second ; and, as the former was delineated as viewed from the
French side of the action, the latter was from the British. Independently also
of the stirring nature of the subject, his personal as well as patriotic feelings
were engaged in this new effort, for it was intended for the competition of
‘Westminster Hall in 1846. Great, however, aswere its merits, it was unsuccessful.
It was afterwards purchased by the Junior United Service Club in London, of
whose splendid rooms it now forms a conspicuous ornament. The public honours
which had already rewarded him, might indeed sufficiently console him under this
disappointment; for in 1826 he was elected an Associate of the Royal Academy,
and in 1835 an Academician. Four years later, on the death of Watson, he was
unanimously preferred to the office of President of the Royal Seottish Academy;
and in 1842, after having been appointed her Majesty’s Limner for Scotland on
the death of Wilkie, he received the honour of knighthood. He was now also
the venerable father of Scottish painting, and could look around him with
pleasure upon a race of promising artists whose genius his example and labours
had kindled in a department which, as yet, his countrymen had almost wholly
neglected.

The last professional labour in which Sir William Allan was engaged was the
Battle of Bannockburn, into the difficult and complicated details of which he
entered with all the inspiration and vigour of his best days. The period of
action selected was the critical moment when the English, daunted by the dis-
comfiture of their bowmen, the overthrow of their splendid cavalry among the
concealed pits, and the appearance of what seemed a fresh Scottish army
descending from the Gillie’s Hill, gave way on every side, and were pressed and
borne flown by the resistless effort of the four Scottish bodies, now united into
one, with the heroic Bruce at their head. But this painting, to which he clung
to the last, and touched and retouched with a dying hand, he did not live to
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finish, He died at his house in Great King Street, Edinburgh, on February
23, 1830. As a painter, Sir William Allan will long be gratefully remembered
in the annals of Seottish art, for the impulse which he gave to historical com-
position. For this department he was eminently fitted ; for his exeellence in
painting did not so much consist in character and colour, as in his admirable
power in telling a story and his general skill in eomposition, by which each of
his produetions is a striking poetical narrative. Sir Walter Scott, a congenial
spirit, who highly prized and affectionately loved him, was wont to speak of
him under the familiar endearing name of “ Willie Allan.”

ANDERSON, Cunrisrorurr. — This excellent divine, who, in spite of
many obstaeles by which his career was attended, and his position as minister
of a seet little notieced and scarcely naturalized in Scotland, won for himself a
respeeted name both as an author and minister, was born in the West Bow of
Edinburgh, on the 19th of February, 1782. His father, William Anderson,
iron-monger in Edinburgh, was not only prosperous in business, but esteemed
for his piety and integrity. Being of delicate health, Christopher was sent in
childhood to Lasswade, where Lie was reared in a comfortable cottage, and edu-
cated in the village school ; and on his return to his native city, being intended
for business, e was firstapprenticed to the tradeof an iron-monger; but not liking
tkis oceupation, he was subsequently entered as junior clerk in a thriving com-
pany ealled the Friendly Insurance Office. Hitherto he had been of rather a
gay and thoughtless turn of mind, and was attached to those meetings for musio
snd daneing which, at this time at least, and in such a city as Edinbuigh,
could seareely be attended by the young with impunity; and this, with the reli-
gious training he received at home, produced within him that struggle which
often constitutes the turning-point of theinner and spiritual life. ¢ Inthe early
part of 1799,” says his biographer,  when about seventeen years of age, he was
sometimes alarmed at the course he was pursning, and shuddered at the thought
of where itmust end ; but would not allow himself to think long enough on the
subjeet, lest it should cost him those pleasures whiel he knew to be ineonsistent
with a godly life.” This state did not continue long. He was in the practice of
attending publie worship at the Circus, lately opened by the Independents, and
there the new style of preaching by Mr. James Haldane, the pastor of the church,
as well as that of Rowland Hill, Burder of Coventry, Bogue of Gosport, and
other distinguished English divines who officiated there during their oceasional
visits to the north, aroused his inquiries and confirmed his scruples. He abjured
his former indulgenees as ineompatible with the Christian life, and joined in
membership with the eongregation meeting at the Circus. Scruples. soon roze
in his mind npon the views on Christian baptism held by the Scottish Baptist
churel, with whieh he eould not wholly coineide, and conceiving that those of
the English Baptist churches were of a more enlarged as well as more seriptural
charaeter, he was baptized into that commmunion in March, 1801, at the age of
nineteen. A few others of the Cireus congregation joined him in this step, and
for this, he and they were exeluded from the membership of their church as
followers of divisive courses, and left to follow their own devices.

To a mind so sensitive, and so mueli in earnest as that of Christopher Ander-
son, this event was of paramount importance. e had shown his sincerity by
forsaking the allurements of the world, and joining a cause so new and unpro-
mising in Scotland as that of which the Haldanes were the leaders; and now,

hehad made & saerifice perhaps still greater, by foregoing the privileges of their
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communion, for the sake of certain convictions which he regarded as of Divine
authority, and therefore not to be concealed or tampered with. He and the few
who had seceded with hLim, stood solitary and apart, although surrounded by
thousandsof professing Christians ; and while the multitudes crowded to churches
where congenial ordinances awaited them, their only remedy was to retire to
“an upper room.” This they did, and amidst these meetings formutual prayer
and religious conference, in the absence of a regular ministry, the humble efforts
of Christopher Anderson were peculiarly acceptable to the little flock. The
result was easy to be guessed at ; lere was a minister in embryo, as well as the
nucleus of a congregation. Mr. Anderson, indeed, had previously been so far
prepared for the assumption of the sacred office, as to have resolved to devote
his life to the work of 8 missionary to India; but the verdict of his medical
advisers, who convinced him that his constitution wasutterly unfit for an Indian
climate, and the growing necessities of that small community with which he was
connected, naturally turned his thoughts into another channel. The emer-
gency was evidently at hiome, and to find his field of labour he had only to
cross his own threshold. With this conviction, he resolved to become the
spiritual pastor of the small flock with which he had allied himself; and in so
determining, it is not easy to estimate the full value of the sacrifice. At the
age of twenty-one, he must reverse his habits, commence a life of study, and
encounter the difficulties of Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, although he liad neither
liking nor natural aptitude for the acquirement of languages. And when all
this was done, he must deliberately devote himself to a life of poverty and self-
Cenial, for the people of his ministry would in all likelillood be too few and too
poor to afford him that decent subsistence which is justly deemed so essential
to the clerical office. He commenced with the necessary step of relinquishing
his clerkship in the Insurance Office. ¢ Were I to continue in my present
situation,” he writes, ¢ I should in all probability succeed to anincome of £300
or £400 a year, but this is of no account in my estimation comnpared with being
more immediately employed in theservice of Christ. * * * Emolument in this
world I freely forego. The riches of it I neither have nor want ; may I be but
of some scrvice to God before I go to the grave!” Ile entered the necessary
studies at the university of Edinburgh in 1805, and as his time was brief, and
the case urgent, lie attended during a single course the classes of Greek, Logic,
Moral Philosophy, and Chemistry. As it was judged necessary that his theolo-
gical fraining should be conducted in England, and under the community to
whicl he belonged, he repaired to Olney, and afterwards to Bristol, in which last
city he attended the Baptist college. The course of education he now under-
went was of that practical kind which the dissenting bodies in England have for
the most part adopted, in which their students are employed in itinerating and
preaching while attending the several classes. In this way Mr. Anderson ac-
quired experience in the duties of his calling over an extensive field of action,
and the acquaintanceship of many of those eminent divines with whom English
dissenterism at this period abounded. ~As little ‘more, however, than a twelve-
month was occupied with this probation, it may be guessed how few his oppor-
tunities must have been for the study of theology as a science, especially for tho
gervice of such a hard-headed reflecting people as the Scots ; and how much was
still to be learned and acquired by his own unaided application.

In 1806, Mr. Anderson returned to Edinburgh; and having engaged a small
meeting-house, called Richmond Court chapel, he there assembled the littla
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flock, who had been waiting for his coming. Still, a congregation was to be
gathered, for while on the forenoons of Sabbath his stated audience mustered
from fifty to seventy persons, those in the evenings, when chapels in lEdinburgh,
as elsewhere, are commonly crowded, were not above two or three hundred
lLearers. As for the real congregation who would have joined in membership
out of this miscellancous assemblage, they did not amount to more than fourteen
or fifteen. I cannot as yet decide,” he writes in this state of matters, “as to
whether it would be my duty to settle here for life. A sphere of usefulness is
what I desire, and it still must require time to ascertain whether it is such a
sphere. I think another winter will show me how I ought to proceed, if it does
not appear sooner.”” This hesitation on account of the doubtful state of affairs
was increased by the avowed wish of many of his friends in England to secure his
services among them as their pastor. At length he received a regular call from
Lis congregation to be their minister at the close of the year, and although it
was signed by only thirteen persons, he felt it his duty to comply, and his
ordination took place on the 21st January, 1808. . Thus brought to a decision,
he laboured with diligence and faithfulness; and although slowly, the cause to
which he lhad engaged himself continued to grow and prosper, so that in ten
years the handful over which he originally presided had swelled into an attend-
ance too numerous for the small chapel to contain. In 1818 he accordingly
moved from Richmond Court to Charlotte chapel, a larger building, formerly be-
longing to the congregation of Bishop Sandford, which he purchased, and altered
to his own taste and convenience. While his ten years’ labours had been so
successful, his cares had not been exclusively confined to the city of Edinburgh.
I1is missiouary zeal, through which he had originally devoted himself to the
ministerial work, still continued unabated; and although he could no longer
hope to traverse the opposite side of the earth in the conversion of Hindoos
and Parsees, lie found that there were people within the limits of the four seas
cqually benighted, and in need of his apostolic labours. The success, too, which
had attended the evangelistic enterprises of the Haldanes and John Campbell
in Scotland, encouraged him to follow their example, more especially as a lull
had succceded, so that the good work needed to be renewed. With all thishe
Liad been impressed so early as the period of his ordination; and, on accepting
the ministry of the congregation of Richmond Court chapel, he had stated to
them his purpose of itinerating from time to time as a preacher in his own
country and in Ireland. Accordingly, his first tour for this purpose was to
Perthshire, in March, 1808, and his second to Ayrshire soon after. In August
and September of the same year, he made a preaching tour through Ireland;
and in 1810 another in the north of Scotland as far as Dingwall. Finding,
however, that the length and frequency of these journeys were likely to be preju-
dicial to the interests of his own congregation in Edinburgh, he organized a home
mission for the support of a few itinerants in the Highlands, the expense of which,
in the first instance, and the responsibility in after years, rested wholly upon him-
gelf. This society, which existed for seventeen years, and was productive of great
benefit to the more remote districts of the Highlands, had found in Mr. Ander-
son so0 generous a benefactor, notwithstanding the limitation of his means, that
at the closing of its accounts, his pecuniary advances to it as secretary, amounted
to £240, independently of his periodic liberal donations. The sumn above-men-
tioned was a fourth of the society’s whole expenditure. A still more distin-
guished achievement was his originating the Edinburgh Bible Society, the plan
Vs c
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of which he adopted from that of the British and Foreign Bible Socicty. He
had visited London in May, 1809, and being struck with the efficiency of the
parent society, and the harmony which it promoted among the various divisions
of Christians by whom it was supported, he was anxious to form a similar insti-
tution for Scotland, whieh he happily accomplished in 1810,

Although a minister of the smallest, the latest, and the least influential of
all the seets in Scotland, Mr. Anderson was now acquiring note and influcnee
in the religious world, which, however, he valued only as the incentive to fur-
ther action, and the means of opening a wider sphere of Christian effort. He
was, therefore, encouraged to enter a new field—that of authorship, by pub-
lishing a ¢ Memorial on behalf of the native Irish, with a view to their im-
provement in moral and religious knowledge through the medium of their own
Language.” This work, originally a small pamphlet, the result of his observa-
tions during a prolonged tour in Ireland in 1814, afterwards expanded into a
duodecimo volume.  Another similar effort was in behalf of the High-
lands. At the mceting of the Edinburgh Bible Society, on the 224 of Mareh,
1819, he laid upon their table a MS,, entitled, a ¢ Memorial respecting the
diffusion of the Scriptures, particularly in the Celtic or Iberian Dialects’
This statement deservedly elicited the following resolution of the society’s
cominittee:—*¢ As the facts contained in these pages are such as should come
before the eye of the public, and must be of service for some time to come,
in regulating, as well as increasing, the zeal of those who desire the general
diffusion of the Word of God throughout our native country ; that the manu-
script be returned to Mr. Anderson ; that he be requested to prepare the same
for the press and immediate circulation, and that the first copy of this memorial
be transmitted to London, for the committee of the British and Foreign Bible
Society.” The commission Mr. Anderson gladly fulfilled; and, after the pub-
lication of his work on this subject, the diffusion of Irish and Gaelic Bibles
from the stores of the British and Foreign Bible Society was beyond all former
precedent. Before this, however, he had made every effort that such a boon
should not be useless, by having the poor Highlanders taught to read. His
tour throughout their country, and especially beyond the Grampians, in 1810,
had shown him not only the spiritual, but intellectual destitution of the people,
while his benevolent heart was impatient until a_fit remedy was applied.
Accordingly, as soon as he returned from his tour, he opened a correspondence
with Mr. Charles, of Bala, the originator of the ¢ Circulating Day-Schools” in
Wales; and having learned from him the educational plan pursued in that
principality, and the benefits with which it was attended, he saw its fitness for
the Ilighlands of Scotland, where the population was still more widely scat-
tered. To draw out a benevolent plan, and proceed to execute it, was one and
the same act with Mr. Anderson, and accordingly he convened a meeting of the
fiiends of the Iighlands, in the Edinburgh Exchange Coffee-house, presented
his views and proposals, and was rewarded by seeing them carried into effect
by the formation of “The Caledonian Society for the Support of Gaelic Schools,”
afterwards called “The Gaelic School Society.” To this interesting institution
his paternal cares were devoted for several years until it was firmly established,
by an annual journey through the Highlands, for the inspection of schools, and
attending to the applications made for schoolmasters,

The condition of Ireland once more occupied Mr. Anderson’s attention, and,
in 1814, he again made a missionary tour in that island. On his return, he
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published on the following year, a “ Memorial in behalf of the native Irish.”
The effect of this work was startling: such was the amount of new information
which he produced on the subject, the force and truthfulness with which he
detailed it, and the cogency of his reasoning and appeals in behalf of unhappy
benighted Ireland, that several benevolent societies in behalf of its people owed
their origin to this production, while other similar societies, already in existence,
were taught from it to alter and improve their rules according to the real state
of circumstances. As this work was solely in reference to the education of the
Gaelic speaking Irish, he found it necessary to write a second upon the subject
of preaching, and this he did in 1819, by his “Diffusion of the Scripturesin the
Celtic or Iberian Dialects,” afterwards enlarged by many additions intoavolume,
entitled “ The Native Irish and their Descendants.,” Until these works were
published, the British public wasnot generally aware that of the 196islands com-
posing partof Ireland, 140 of these, inhabited by 48,000 souls, were in a miserable
stateof spiritual destitution and wretchedness. The length of interval thatoccurred
between these publications was too mournfully filled up, as the following extract
from one of his letters to his talented and distinguished correspondent, Charlotte
Elizabeth, will sufficiently explain: “But why, you will say, were the Sketches
of 1828 so long delayed? Ah! that isa tender question; but since you also
have been in affliction, and apparently much of it, I feel the less reserve, and
can therefore go on. Did you observe a book advertised at the end of the
Sketches? If you have ever chanced to see it, the dedication will explain more
than I can now repeat, and yet it does not explain the whole. A beloved wife
and threo much-loved daughters are there mentioned; but ah! my friend, this
was not the end. Two sons survived—but they also are gone, and the father
to whom they were so much attached was lIeft to plough the deep alone. But
no, I am not alone, for the Father is with me, and I am often, often, a wonder
to myself. The trunth is, these two volumes, particularly the first, were com-
posed amidst many tears—often fled to in order to keep the mind from falling
to staves, and the Lord Jesus himself'alone hath sustained me. The first volume
was never read by the parties to whom it is dedicated ; and as for the second, I
often yet see my last, my beloved sole survivor, only four and a-half years of
age, running into the room, and saying: ¢And are you writing to the poor Irish
yet, papa?’ ©Yes, love, I am writing for them.” ¢Oh, you are writing for
them ! ™

The pressure of these numerous and heavy domestic bereavements, which
his sensitive heart felt so keenly, that at their height they had suddenly
whitened his hair and furrowed his brow with the premature tokens of old age,
compelled him gradually to withdraw from the toil of public business, and betake
himself more closely to the retirement of his study. It was not, however, for
the sake of indulging in melancholy, or even in literary indolence, for his work,
entitled ¢ The Domestic Constitution,” was written during his attendance on the
sick-chamber, and finished after his third visit to the family grave. Of this
volume a new edition was subsequently prepared, with the following enlarged
title, by which its bearing is better understood: * The Domestic Constitution; or,
The Family Circle the Source and Test of National Stability.” But the chief
subjects of his study and research during the remaining period of his life, were
the materials for his principal production, “ The Annals of the English Bible.”
This voluminous work, like many-in similar cases, originated in a single and
temporary effort. The third centenary of Coverdale’s translation of the Bible
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having occurred in 1835, Mr. Anderson preached upon this subject on the 4th
of October; and as he had made it for some time his particular study, the his-
torical facts he adduced in the pulpit were so new, and withal so interesting
to most of his hearers, that they earnestly requested him to publish the sermon.
It was printed accordingly, under the title of “The English Scriptures, their
First Reception and Effects, includingMemorials of Tyndale, Frith, Coverdale,
and Rogers.” So cordial was its reception by the public, that he was advised to
prepare an enlarged and improved edition ; but on resuming his investigations
for this purpose, new fields successively arose before him, so that not merely
days, but whole years, were finally needed for the task. In this way, many a
pampllet has unexpectedly expanded into a folio. The very difficulties, how-
ever, as they grew and multiplied, only endeared the task to the heart of Mr,
Anderson, and stimulated his enterprise, so that after he had fairly embarked
in it, the great purpose of his life seemed to be unfulfilled until it was fully
and fairly finished. He had previously, indeed, contemplated a history of all the
translations of the Bible that had been made previous to the nineteenth century;
but as this would have involved the history of almost every country, and been
too much for any one mind to overtake, he contented himself with the English
department of the subject, which he soon found to be ample enough. From
1837 to 1845 all his studies were devoted to it, while his researches extended
through the library of the British Museum, the Bodleian at Oxford, the Uni-
versity library and others at Cambridge, the Baptist Museum at Bristol, and
many private libraries and collections, from whose stores he filled whole velumes
of note-books, which he arranged and turned to account in his study at home,
alter each pilgrimage of research. The result was a most voluminous publica-
tion, which the impatience of the general reading public scarcely cared to
encounter, and therefore, when it appeared, the demand for it was, as it has
still continued to be, extremely incommensurate with its merits and importance.
But still, the “ Annals of the Bible” is one of those works which possess a
strong and lasting, though silent and unobtrusive, influence. Upon a most im-
portant subject it has gathered together those materials that hitherto were
scattered over the whole range of English history and antiquarianism, and were
only to be met with incidentally; and it serves as a store-house to the theologian,
in which he finds ready to his hand what would otherwise have cost him wholz
days or weeks of tiresome investigation. In this way, it will continue to be
reproduced in a variety of forms, and be conveyed through a thousand channels of
religious public instruction, where even the name of the work itself, and its
diligent meritdrious author, are either passed without mention, or utterly
forgot.

Amidst all these labours as an intinerant preacher, founder and secretary of
religious societies, correspondent of foreign missionaries, and earnest pains-
taking author, Mr Anderson’s diligence as a minister continued unabated ; and
it was rewarded by the increase of his little flock into a numerous congregation,
and the esteem of the most eminent religious characters in Britain of all
the different denominations. Annoyances, indeed, not a few he had to encounter
among his own people during the decline of life, when the love of change had
introduced new men and new measures among them; but into these congrega-
tional misunderstandings we have no desire to enter, not only as they were so
recent, but so exclusively confined to the.denomination among whom they
originated. They were sufficient to darken his closing days with sorrow, and
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make him complain of the ingratitude of those to whom his life and labours
had been devoted. But still the promise given to the righteous was verified
in his case, for his end was peace. He died at Edinburgh on the 18th of
February, 1852, within a single day of completing the seventieth year of his age.

ARMSTRONG, Jonx, of Gilnockie.—In the history of every country, how-
ever renowned, there is a period when its best men, or at least those who were
reckoned so, tvere nothing but robbers or pirates. And yet they became the
demigods of the country's worship, the heroes of its most cherished traditions,
or the founders of its most illustrious families. It is not necessary to go so far
" bhack as the expedition of the Argonants, or the exploits of Romulus, for an
illustration of this great general fact. Later periods, and events more closely
connected with ourselves, show, that such was also the case in Britain, so that,
however edifying, it would be no very grateful task to investigate the characters
of those men who “came in with William the Conqueror,” or detail the
doings of those who were the ancestors of our border nobility. But these men
were needed in their day and generation, and they merely took the lead in that
congenial society amidst which their lot had been cast. It was not wonderful,
therefore, that their exploits should have been so highly admired, and their
names so affectionately remembered. With these remarks we think it necessary
to premise our introduction to the reader of such a man as John Armstrong,
a mere border freebooter; and we introduce him the more readily, as he was
the choice type and specimen of a class of men with whom Scotland especially
abounded, and who continued to flourish in rank abundance, from the com-
mencement of the war of Scottish independence against Edward I., to the Union
of the two kingdoms, when the strong hand of the law could be extended over
the whole island to quell or exterminate the turbulent, and reduce all to a com-
mon rule.

The name of Armstrong, like many others, was p:obably at first nothing
more than a nickname. The race who bore it inhabited a large part of Liddes-
dale, and that territory called the Debatable Land, lying between the rivers
Sark and Esk. This Debatable Land, as its name may intimate, was claimed
by both kingdoms—a misfortune of which the Armstrongs seem to have fre-
quently availed themselves, by plundering the people of both countries indif-
ferently, and thus reaping a double harvest. As they were very numerous, their
retainers extended far along the banks of the Liddel, in which the several cap-
tains of the clan sought, not a home, but a mere shelter from the enemies they
provoked; and when these recesses could no Ionger defend them, they took refuge
among morasses and swamps, the secure by-ways to which were only known to
themselves, and where they could safely laugh at the pursuer. In conse-
quence of their inroads upon English and Scots, they were finally proclaimed
a broken clan, and were outlawed both by England and Scotland ; but at the
time of which we write, they were under the eommand of a chief called Arm-
strong of Mangertoun. John, the hero of the family, was a younger brother
of Christopher Armstrong, its chief, and had his strong-hold at the Hollows,
within a few miles of Langholm, where the ruins of the tower are still visible.
To have acquired such a band of followers as rode at his bidding, and become
8o terrible to his enemies, as well as endeared to his friends, implies no
small portion of courage, hardihood, and skill, manifested by many a border
inroad. These achievements, unlike those of Robin Hood, appear to have passed
away, having no gleeman to chronicle them to posterity ; but such was their
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effect, that his name was terrible over the Northumberland border, and well
nigh to the gates of Newcastle, while for many miles the country was glad to
pay him black mail, as the price of his protection or forbearance. It is grati-
fying, however, to find, that John was a staunch patriot after & fashion of his
own, and that all the harm he wronght was against the enemies of his country
Such, at least, was his declaration to the king in the ballad that narrates his
death ; and it was not likely to have been attributed to him without some well-

known foundation in fact: —

*¢ England suld have found me meal and mault,
Gin I had lived this hundred yeir!

 Sche suld have found me meal and mault,
And beif and mutton in all plentie;
But never a Scots wife could have said,
That ¢’er I skaithed her a pure flce.”

When James V. had emancipated himself from the thraldom of the Douglasses,
and effected the downfall of that powerful family, he next turned his attention
to those border chicfs who were every whit as dangerouns., If Scotland was
to be brought abreast with the other nations of Europe, and enabled to keep
pace with them in that march of improvement which had now commenced, the
existence of these men was incompatible with such a purpose. The king was
well aware of this, and he resolved by the most summary measures either to break
their power, or sweep them from his path. The plan headopted to accomplish
this was highly daring and picturesque. Ie issued a summons to all his earls,
lords, barons, freeholders, and gentlemen, to assemble at Edinburgh with a
month’s provisions, and bring with them their best dogs, for a royal hunting
expedition in the bounds of Teviotdale and Annandale. But it was intended to
be a hunt in the fashion of Nimrod, and this John Armstrong was soon to
cxperience. The royal cortege amounted to at least 10,000 men, and eighteen
score of deer had already been struck down; but the ‘stag of ten” was still
{ree and at large. The difficulty now was to bring Armstrong within their
reach. He was therefore prevailed npon by some of the chief of the royal fol-
lowers to wait upon the king, with the assurance that such a visit would be
attended with no danger; and, without stipulating for pass or safe-conduct, he
came in such a style of splendour as few border nobles could have equalled.
Tifty well-horsed gentlemen, we are told, rode in his train, whose gallant bear-
ing was well set off by the richest apparel and ornaments; and the king,
unprovided for such a coming, and astonished at its splendour, imagined that
at least some high dignitary of England, or foreign ambassador, was approaching
his presence. He therefore bowed, and raised his plumed cap to the laird of
Gilnockie; but no sooner did he understand that this was no other than the
prince of border thieves, than he turned to his courticrs, and exclaimed in a
burst of wrath and rhyme-—
* WWhat wants yon knave,
That a king should have 2”

Armstrong soon perceived that he had not only approached the royal presence
uninvited, but was to be made the victim of royal resentment. ¥is train was
unarmed, and retreat was impossible. He then had recourse to such offers for
the ransom of himself and his followers, as give usa wondrous idea of his power
and resources. The chief of these were, that he would support himself and forty
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gentlemen for the king’s service, and never take a penny from Scotland or
a Scottish man; and that there was not a subject of England, duke, earl, lord,
or baron, but within a certain day he would bring him to his majesty, either
alive or dead. But to every offer the king was inflexible, so that Armstrong,
secing there was no further hope, drew himself up proudly, and exclaimed, I am
but a fool ‘o seek grace of a graceless face. But had I known, sir, that you
would have taken my life this day, I should have lived upon the Borders,
in despite both of you and King Harry; for I know that King Harry would
down-weigh my best horse with gold, to know that I was ccndemned to dic
this day.”

* This singular interview between the stern royal justiciary and the border
freebooter, ended in the execution of the latter and his gallant retinue. The
place at which it occurred was called Carlenrig Chapel, about ten miles above
Hawick, on the high road to Langholm; and so much was the deed abloired,
that the growing trees on which they were hanged were declared by the common
people to have withered away. After execution, the bodies were buried in a
deserted church-yard, where their graves are still pointed out to strangers, The
ballad from which we have already quoted, shows the undue national importance
that was attached by the common people to his death ; but it evinces also, that
on more than one occasion he had done his country good service ;—

¢ John murdered was at Carlinrigg,
And all his gallant cumpanie ;
But Scotland’s heart was ne’er sae wae,
To see sae mony brave men die——

¢ Because they saved their country deir,
Frae Englishmen. XNane were sae bauld,
Whyle Johnie lived on the Border syde,
Nane of them durst cume near his hauld.”

Pitscottie, astill better authority, thus sums up the bold borderer’s history :—
<« After this hunting, the king hanged John Armstrong, laird of . Gilnoekie,
which many Scottish men heavily lamented ; for he was a doubted man, aid as
good a chieftain as ever was upon the borders, either of Scotland or of England.
And albeit e was a loose-living man, and sustained the number of twenty-four
well-horsed, able gentlemen with him, yet he never molested no Scottish mad.
But it is said, from the Seottish border to Nevjgastle of England, there was not
one of whatever estate but payed to this John Armstrong a tribute to be free of
his cumber, he was so doubted in England.” It is only necessary to add, that
Lis descendants continue to the present day, and feel a justifiable pride in the
good qualities of their border ancestor.

B

BAILLIE, Joaxxa, authoress of “ Plays on the Passions,” and various other
dramatic works and poems, was born on September 11; 1762, in the manse of
Bothwell, in Lanarkshire. Her father, Dr. James Baillie, the minister of that
pavish, and subsequently professor of divinity in the University of Glasgow,
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sprang from a family allied to that of the celebrated Principal Robert Baillie,
and likewise to that of the Baillies of Jerviswood, memorable in the history
of Scotland. All these lines were derived from the ancient stem of the Baillies
of Lamington. Her mother, also, was one of a race well known in Scottish
heraldry, for she was descended from the Hunters of Hunterston, and was the
sister of William and John Hunter, both renowned in the annals of science.
The children, by the marriage of Dr. James Baillie with Miss Hunter, were
Agnes; Matthew, afterwards the eminent physician; and Joanna, a twin—the
other child being still-born,

The early youth of Joanna Baillie was passed among the romantic scenes of
Bothwell, where every element existed to awaken the fancy of the poet; but
when she had attained her sixth year, the family removed to Hamilton, to the
collegiate church of which place her father had been appointed. During her
childhood, Joanna Baillie was no proficient in acquirement, yet, nevertheless,
showed much originality and quickness of intellect. She made verses before
she conld read, and sdon manifested dramatic talent. She took every oppor-
tunity of arranging among her young companions theatrical performances, in
which her power of sustaining characters was remarkable, and she frequently
wrote the dialogue herself. She was also conspicnous for fearlessness of disposi-
tion, which in after years displayed itself in moral conrage—a virtue often pro-
minent in her condnct. Notwithstanding the decided tendency of her mind, she
did not become an author till at a later period than is usual with those who are
subject to the strong impulses of genius. In 1778 her father died ; and in 1784,
his widow, with lier danghters, having lived for some yearsat Long Calderwood,
near Hamilton, proceeded to London to reside with her son, who had there
entered on his medical career, and who, upon the death of his uncle, Dr. Wil-
liam Hunter, had become possessed of the honse in Great Windmill Street
which the latter had built and inhabited.

It was in this abode that Joanna Baillie, in 1790, first resolved upon publi-
cation, and the result was a small volume of miscellaneous poems, to which sle
did not affix her name. These evinced considerable talent, but not the power she
afterwards manifested. In 1798 she gave to the world, also anonymously, her
first volume of dramas, in which the true bent of her genius was fully seen.
This was entitled, “ A Series of Plays, in which it is attempted to Delineate the
Stronger Passions of the Mind, each Passion being the subject of a Tragedy and a
Comedy,” and these were accompanied by an introductory discourse of some
length, in which dramatic composition was discussed, in which, also, many
original views were announced, together with the peculiar system she proposed
to adopt. Rich though the period was in poetry, this work made a great im-
pression, and a new edition of it was soon required. The writer was sought
for among the most gifted personages of the day, and the illustrious Scott,
with others then equally appreciated, was suspected as the author. The praise
bestowed upon ““Basil and De Montfort” encouraged the authoress, and, in 1802,
she published another volume of plays on the * Passions.” Although much
objection was made to the opinions she had enunciated in the preface to ler
first dramas, and though the criticism from an influential quarter was severe,
she adhered to her purpose, and continued to write ‘on the same plan whiekh
she had at first evolved; for, in 1812, she sent forth another volume of plays
on the “ Passions,” and in 1836, three more volumes of plays, containing some
in prosecution of hier primary design, which she thus completed, and some on
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miscellaneous subjects. Besides those above-mentioned, during the long period
of her career, she published various other dramas, and all her writings in this form
exhibit great originality, power, and knowledge of human nature. Her works
also are rich in imagery, and a pure and energetic strain of poetry pervades them.
For the great effects she produced she was little indebted to study, of which
her pages bear few indications. The characters she pourtrayed, the stories on
which her plays were founded, and the management of them, proceeded almost
entirely from her own invention. She was the authoress, also, of some poems,
as well as songs, of high merit, among which may be especially mentioned those
well-known favourite Scottish ones entitled, *“The bride, she is winsome an’
bonnie,” and “ It fell on a morning when we were thrang;”’ and the lyrical
compositions scattered through her dramas are distingnished by their freshness
and beauty. Some of her plays were represented on the stage, but without much
success, Passion in them is forcibly and faithfully delineated, but without
those startling and effective situations calculated to obtain theatrical triumph.
Unmarried, and dwelling out of London, she had not those opportunities of
frequenting the theatre which are necessary for the production of compositions
popular in representation. It must be remembered, also, that female delicacy
places a limit not only to the exuberance of passion, but also to the choice of
subjects, which interfered both with the force and variety of her plays.

After Joanna Baillic had left Scotland, in 1784, she did not return to her
native land, except for occasional visits. Upon the marriage of her brother, in
1791, with Miss Denman, the sister of the Lord Chief-Justice Denman, Joanna
Baillie, with her mother and sister, passed some years at Colchester, but sub-
sequently settled at Hampstead, near London, where she resided for more than
half a century. IIer mother died in 1806, and her sole companion during the
remainder of her life was her sister, whose character, virtues, and claims upon
the affections of the poetess, are beautifully commemorated by her in an address
to Miss Agnes Baillie on her birth-day. The means of Joanna Baillie were
sufficient for every comfort, and enabled her to see many of the most distin-
guished individuals the great metropolis contained, who, attracted by her high
reputation, her perfect simplicity of manners, and the talent and shrewdness of
her conversation, resorted freely to her home. Sir Walter Scott was one of her
warmest friends and most ardent admirers, as many passages in his writings
declare. Joanna Baillic was under the middle size, but not diminutive, and
her form was slender. Her countenance indicated high talent, worth, and
decision. Her life was characterized by the purest morality. Ier principles
‘were sustained by a strong and abiding sense of religion, while her great genins,
and the engrossing pursuits of composition, never interfered with her active
benevolence, or the daily duties of life. She died in her house, in Hampstead,
on the 23d day of February, 1851.

BALFOUR, Dr. Ropert.—This distinguished minister of the Church of Scot-
land, was born in Edinburgh, in April, 1740. He was early trained by his pious
parentsto the knowledge and practice of Christianity. He received his education
at Edinburgh, and when only in the twelfth year of his age, came under decidedly
religious impressions, which, joined to the natural amiability of his disposition,
his promising talents, and diligence and success in his studies, gave a peculiar
interest to his youthful character. When a mere youth, he became a member
of a society which met for religious conversation and prayer. The devotional
tendency of his mind, thus early acquired, was a prominent feature of his cha-
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racter through life. Of his college career no record has been preserved ; but that
he soon gave indications of the talent which afterwards raised him to eminence,
may be inferred from his having secured the friendship of Dr. Erskine, Lady
Glenorchy, and other distinguished Christians of that day, who formed a high
estimate of his abilities, and entertained sanguine expectations of his success asa
preacher, In1774, he was ordained to the ministry of the gospel in the small rural
charge of Lecropt, near Stirling. Here he laboured with much acceptance and
usefulness for five years, not inattentive meanwhile to his personal improvement,
and in his pulpit duties giving no doubtful presages of the professional distine-
tion and influence to which he was destined to rise. In June, 1779, he was
translated to the Outer High Church of Glasgow, then vacant by the removal of
Mr. Randal (afterwards Dr. Davidson) to Edinburgh.

At the time of Dr. Balfour’s settlement in Glasgow, evangelical religion was
at 2 low ebb in the Established Church throughout Scotland, and a blighting
Moderatism was in the ascendant. Dr. Balfour, from the outset of his ministry,
warmly espoused the evangelical cause, whick he recommendgd alike by the
power of his preaching, and by the active benevolence and consistency of his
life. His ministry in Glasgow gave a fresh impulse to the revival and diffusion
of pure and undefiled religion in the west of Scotland. Christian imissions were
then in their infancy, and in Seotland met with much opposition from the
dominant party in the Established Church. In the General Assembly of 1796,
missionary enterprise to the heathen was denounced as corrupting the innocence
and happiness of savage life, and missionary societies as ¢ highly dangerous in
their tendency to the good order of society” in this country. It was on this
memorable occasion that Dr. Erskine, then in his seventy-fifth year, vindicated
the seriptural claims and obligations of missions to the heathen, in a speech
which has become famous for its exordium—* Moderator, rax me that Bible !
Dr. Balfour was one of the founders of the Glasgow Missionary Seciety, which
was established in 1796, a few months after the institution of the London Mis-
sionary Society. He preached a striking sermon at the commencement of the
Society, which was one of the few discourses heventured on publishing; and one of
his last public acts, twenty-two years afterwards, was to sign a circular letteras
its president. The following passage from the discourse just mentioned, bears
testimony to the earnest interest he felt in the missionary cause, and affords an
example of a style of appeal, which, with the aid of his melodious voice, keen
eye, and graceful and fervid elocution, must have proved singularly animating.
After describing the true missionary spirit and character, he proceeded —* We
invite and press all of this description to come forward full of the Holy Ghost
and of faith. 'We cannot, we will not tempt you with worldly prospects—if you
are right-hearted men according to your profession, you will not seek great
things for yourselves—you must not think of an easy life—you must labom
hard—you must encounter difficulties, opposition, and dangers; for these, how-
ever, you arenot unprovided, * % * Wewill follow you with onr prayers,.
and with every blessing in our power to bestow. But what is of infinitely
greater moment and advantage to you is, that the Lord Jesus, whose religion
youareto teach, will be with you, and that he is greater than all who can beagainst
you. Depending, then, on Him alone for your own salvation, and for the sal-
vation of the heathen, seeking not your own pleasure, profit, or horour, but that
he may be glorified in and by you, and by sinners converted from the error of
their way, be not afraid—be strong and of good courage. To all who thus
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devote themselves to his service, we most heartily bid God speed. Fly, ye
angels of grace, from pole to pole, and from the rivers to the ends of the earth,
bearing to all men the glad tidings of the everlasting gospel; stop not in this
bold flight of philanthropy, till you convey to the simple sons of the isles the
knowledge of the true God and eternal life—till you arrest the wanderings of
the roving savage with the wonders of redecming grace—till you dart the beams
of celestial light and love into the dark habitations of ignerance and cruelty—
till you convert the barbarous cannibal to humanity, to Christian gentleness and
goodness, Hasten to the shores of long-injured Africa, not to seize and sell the
bodies of men, but to save their perishing souls. Follow the miserable captives
to their several sad destinations. of slavery, with the inviting proclamation of
spiritual liberty, while you inculeate the strictest duty to their masters. Speed
your way to India, to repay her gold with the unsearchable riches of Christ.
Meet all the high pretensions of the Brahmin religien and literature, and all their
fatal delusions and cruel impositions, with the overpowering evidence of the
Christian as a divine revelation—vith the full luminous display of evangelical
truth and holiness. Cease not, till you see the whele earth filled with the know-
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the channel of the sea.”

Dr. Balfour was “an eloguent man, and mighty in the Scriptures.” DBut
his was not an eloquence which sought its reward in popular applause. It
flowed spontaneously from a heart deeply imbued with love to the Saviour and
to the souls of men. Earnest preaching made earnest listening, and whilst his
reputation in the pulpit continued unimpaired to the close of his life, the fruits
of his ministry were abundant, and his influence extended far beyond the
limits of his own congregation. His preaching was clear and comprehensive;
textual, luminous, and pointed; exhibiting a remarkable intimacy with the
varieties of Christian experience, and a profound knowledge of human nature ;
animated with a warm and persuasive earnestness ; faithful and close in apply-
ing the truth; and exhibiting an exuberant flow of appropriate and pewerful
expression. All his pulpit addresses bore the impress of the cross; he preached
Christ and the doctrines of salvation by free grace with simplicity and godly
sincerity. ¢ Thoese who have listened to him,” wrote his attached friend, the
late Dr. Wardlaw, “in his happy moments of warm and passioned elevation,
have heard him pour forth the fulness of an affectionate spirit; warning, alarm-
ing, inviting, persnading, beseeching; his whole soul thrown into his counte-
nance 3 and, in his penétrating eye, the fire of ardent zeal gleaming through the
tears of benignity and love.” His preaching engagements were frequent, and
he was always ready to afford his services on every call of public usefulness,
Ie was not in the habit of writing his discourses at full length, but his pre-
parations for the pulpit were never relaxed. Although not displaying the
plodding habits of the scholar, he kept up his knowledge of general literature,
and cultivated an acquaintance with the works of the best authors in his own
profession. His morning hours were consecrated to study and devotion. ITe
possessed the power of reddily commanding his thoughts in the intervals of
daily occupation, and was in the habit, to use his own expression, of  carrying
about” with him the subjects on which he intended to preach. His stores of
thought -and illustration were ample and exuberant, and, being gifted with a
ready utterance, he conld on every occasion express himself with ease and pro-
priety. Without the appearance of much labour, therefore, he was able to
appear in the pulpit with a felicity and success to which men of inferior minds
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find it impossible to attain after the most laborious efforts. He seldom engaged
in controversy, and did not often obtrude himself upon the notice of church
courts, for the business of which, however, he showed no want of aptitude.
His modesty and humility prevented him from issuing more than a few of his
more public and elaborate productions through the press. An anecdote is related
of him, which illustrates his disinclination to publish, as well as the readiness
with which he could draw in an emergency upon the resources of his richly-
stored mind. On one occasion, after having preached with much acceptance on
the divinity of Christ, he was waited upon by a young man, who, on his own
part and that of two companions, preferred an urgent request that he would
print his discourse, assigning as a reason that it had completely relieved their
minds of doubts which they had been led to entertain on this momentous doe-
trine, and that it was fitted to have the same effect upon the minds of others
similarly situated. On the Doctor expressing his aversion to appear in print,
his visitor entreated the favour of a perusal of the manuscript. In this he was
equally unsuccessful; for it then appeared that the Doctor, on proceeding to
the church, had found himself—from some unwonted and inexplicable cause—
utterly incapable of recalling the train of thought which had eccupied his mind
in preparing for the pulpit ; and at the last moment he was under the necessity
of choosing a new text, from which he delivered the unpremeditated discourse
that had produced such a salutary impression upon the minds of his three
youthful hearers.

The ministrations of Dr. Balfour were not confined to the pulpit; he laboured
assiduously from house to house, and proved himself a “son of consolation” in
chambers of sickness and death. His philanthropy and public spirit led him
also to takean active interest in every object for the relief and comfort of suffer-
ing humanity. His comprehensive Christian charity embraced all of every name
in whom lhe recognized the image of his Lord and Master. Although himself
conscientiously atfached to the Established Church, he exemplified a generous
and cordial liberality towards those who dissented from her communion. Chris-
tians of every persuasion united in esteeming and loving him ; and his praise was
in all the churches. 'When called up to the metropolis in 1798, to preach before
the London Missionary Society, he gave expression to views of Christian catho-
licity and union, which the organizations of later times have scarcely yet realized:
—“Why,” said he, “may not every Christian society, and all denominations of
Christian society, anticipate in their experience and relative situations, and
exemplify to the world that happy state of things which we-believe shall take
place at the time appointed of the Father, and shall continue in the world for a
thousand years? Though we cannot agree in all our views of divine truth, and
therefore must have our separate churches to maintain our several distinet pro-
fessions of Christian tencts, I have often thought that we might, with an equally
good conscience, meet occasionally, not only to converse, and pray, and sing
praise, but to eat together the Lord’s Supper, in testimony of the faith and pro-
fession of fundamental principles wherein we are more closely united than we
are by other things removed from one another. * .* * QO thrice blessed
day! God of love, thy kingdom come! Prince of peace, let thy rest be visible
and glorious! O! gracious Divine Spirit, fly like the peaceful dove over the field
of universal nature, to produce, preserve, promote, and perfect the reign of kin<-
ness and of happiness, till misery be banished from the earth, murmurs be
silenced, love and gratitude be excited, charity and generosity triumph, and all
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things which are on earth be reconciled to God, and to the whole world of the
intelligent and moral creation.”

His attachment to his congregation, which embraced many godly persons,
was evinced on the occasion of his receiving an offer to be presented to Lady
Glenorchy’s chapel in Edinburgh, which he declined, although in a worldly
point of view it possessed considerable advantages over his charge in Glasgow.
‘He was alike frank, friendly, and accessible to all classes of his people, and had
always a kind word for the poor. He showed great tact in dealing with the
humbler members of his flock, who sometimes came to the good man with
unreasonable complaints, When the old-fashioned practice of the prccentor
rcading line by line of the psalm was discontinued, an ancient dame presented
herself to the minister, to express her concern at the innovation, at the same
time gently reproaching him for departing from a good old custom of our pious
forefathers—a custom, be it remembered, which had been introduced at a time
when few personsin a congregation were able toread. *Oh, Janet,” replied the
doctor, in a tone of kindly remonstrance, “I read the psalm, and you sing it
what’s the use of coming over it a third time?” ¢ Ou sir,” was the ready
answer, “1 juist like to gust my gab wi’t!” In process of time ¢ repeating
tunes’’ were introduced in the precentor’s desk, and Janet hastened forthwith
to the mlmster, tolodge her complaint against the profane innovation. “What’s
the matter wi' ye now ?” inquired the doctor, as he welcomed the worthy old
dame into his presence. “ The sang tunes, wi’ their o’ercomes brocht into the
worship of the sanctuary,” quoth she ; “it’s juist usin’ vain repetitions, as the
heathensdo.” ¢ Oh dear no, Janet,” slyly interposed the doctor, ¢ we juist like
to gust our gabs wi't!”

Dr. Balfour married, in November, 1774, Isabella Stark, daughter of Mr.
Stark, collector of excise at Kirkaldy. She died in October, 1781. In June, 1787,
he married Catherine M*Gilchrist, daughter of Mr. Archibald M¢Gilchrist, town-
clerk of the city of Glasgow. She died in May, 1817, These were not the only
instances of domestic berecavement which he experienced in the course of his life.
He preached on the day after the celebration of the Lord’s Supper at Dumbarton,
in July, 1786, with an earnestness and solemnity more fervid and impressive
than ordinary, as if his mind were under a powerful impulse. On his way
home he received information of the death of a beloved and only son, in cir-
cumstances fitted deeply to wound his heart. Henry, a fine spirited boy, had
been left by his father, then a widower, during an absence of some days, under
the charge of Mr, and Mrs. Denniston of West Thorn, and was accidentally
drowned in the Clyde. After recovering from the first paroxysm of grief oc-
casioned by the heart-rending intelligence, Dr. Balfour hastened to tender his
sympathy to his deeply afflicted friends, whose kinduness had been permitted to
prove the innocent cause of involving him and his family in this calamity. This
he did, in the first instance, in a letter of touching pathos and beauty, which
after\\alds found its way to the pubhc, and was embodied in a little volume of
‘¢ Letters addressed to Christians in Affliction,” published in 1817. The death
of his son Archibald took place many years previously, on the day when he
preached the sermon by appointment of the Glasgow Missionary Society. His
own death was sudden. On the 13th of October, 1818, Dr. Balfour appeared
to be in his usual hLealth and spirits. In the course of the day he became un-
well while walking out with a friend, and made an effort to return home. But
his illness increasing, he was assisted into a friend’s house in George Street,
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from which it was deemed imprudent to attempt to remove him. The symptoms
were found to bethoseof apoplexy. He continued ina stateof insensibilitytill the
evening of the next day, the 14th, when heexpired. He died in the seventy-first
year of his age and forty-fifth year of his ministry. Of his whole family, only
two daughters survived him: by his first marriage, Isabella, married to John
Duncan Esq., merchant, Glasgow, son of his old friend, the Rev. Mr. Duncan
of Alva; and Margaret, by his second marriage. We cannot better conclude
our brief sketch of the life of this estimable man and eminent minister, than by
the following tribute to his memory by Dr. Chalmers, who, when settled in
Glasgow, ever found a true friend in Dr. Balfour, one perfectly free from all
professional jealousy, and who rejoiced at the progress and success of that great
man’s peculiar parochial labours:— :
«The pulpit is not the place for panegyric, but surely it is the place for de-
monstrating the power of Christianity, and pointing the eye of hearers to its
actual operation ; and without laying open the solitude of his religious exereises,
without attempting to penetrate into the recesses of that spirituality which, on
the foundation of a living faith, shed the excellence of virtue over the whole of
his character, without breaking in upon the hours of his communion with his
God, or marking the progress and the preparation of his inner man for that
heaven to which he has been called,—were I called upon to specify the Christian
grace which stood ‘most visibly and most attractively out in the person of the
departed, I would say that it was a cordiality of love, which, amid all the per-
versities and all the disappointments of human opposition, was utterly unex-
tinguishable; that over every friend who differed from him in opinion he was
sure to gain that most illustrious of all triumphs, the triumph of a charity which
no resistance could quell; that from the fulness of his renewed heart there
streamed a kindliness of regard, which, whatever the collision of sentiment, or
whatever the merits of the contest, always won for him the most Christian and
the most honourable of all victories. And thusit was that the same spirit which
bore him untainted through the scenes of public controversy, did, when seated
in the bosom of his family, or when moving through the circle of lis extended
acquaintanceship, break out in one increasing overflowof good-will on all around
him j so that, perhaps, there is not a man living who, when he comes to die, will
be so numerously followed to the grave by our bestof all mourners—themourners
of woundedaffection, the mourners of the heart, the mourners who weep and are in
heavinessunderthefeeling ofa private,and apeculiar, anda personal bereavement.,”
BALMER, Rev. Roncrr, D.D.—This profound theologian and valued
ornament of the Secession church, was born at Ormiston Mains, in the parish
of Eckford, loxburghshire, on the 22d of November, 1787. His father, who
was a land-steward, was a man in comfortable though not affluent circumstances,
and Robert’s earliest education—besides the ordinary advantages which the
peasantry of Scotland possessed—enjoyed the inestimable benefit of a careful
religious superintendence, both of his parents being distinguished for piety and
intelligence. The result of such training was quickly conspicuous in the boy,
who, as soon as he could read, was an earnest and constant reader of the Bible,
while his questions and remarks showed that he studied its meaning beyond
most persons of his age. His thirst for general knowledge was also evinced by a
practice sometimes manifested by promising intellectual boyhood —this was the
arresting of every stray-leaf that fell in his way, and making himself master of

its contents, instead of throwing it carelessly to the winds. On the death of
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his father, Robert, who, although only ten years old, was the eldest of the
family, on the evening of the day of the funeral, quietly placed the books for
family worship before his widowed mother, as he had wont to do before his
departed parent when he was alive. She burst into tears at this touching
remembrance of her bereavement, but was comforted by the considerate boy,
who reminded her that God, who had taken away his father, would still be a
Father to them, and would hear .them—*“and, mother,” he added, “we must
not go to bed to-night without worshipping him.” Consolation so adminis-
tered could not be otherwise than effectual: the psalm was sung, the chapter
read, and the prayer offered up by the sorrowing widow in the midst of her
orphans; and the practice was continued daily for years, until Robert was old
cnough to assume his proper place as his father’s representative,

The studious temperament of Robert Balmer, which was manifested at an
early period, appears to have been not a little influenced by his delicate health,
that not only prevented him from joining in thé more active sports of his young
compeers, but promoted that thoughtfulness and sensibility by which sickly
boyhood is frequently characterized. The same circumstance also pointed out
to him his proper vocation; and he said, on discovering his inability even for
the light work of the garden, *“ Mother, if I do not gain my bread by my head,
T'll never do it with my hands.” Asto which of the learned professions he
should select, the choice may be said to have been already made in consequence
of his domestic training: he would be a minister of the gospel, and that, too, in
the Secession Church to which his parents belonged. He proceeded to the study
of Latin, first at the parish school of Morebattle, and afterwards that of Kelso,
at the latter of which seminaries he formed a close acquaintanceship with his
schoolfellow, Thomas Pringle, afterwards known as the author of ¢ African
Sketches,” which was continued till death. In 1802 Mr. Balmer entered the
University of Edinburgh, and, after passing through the usual course of classi-
cal, ethical, and scientific study, was enrolled as a student in theology in con.
nection with the Associate Synod. Even already he had established for himself
such a respectable intellectual reputation, that his young brethren in preparation
for the ministry received him with more than ordinary welcome. As Dr. Law-
son, the Theological Professor of the Associate Synod, lectured only for two
months of each year, at the end of summer and commencement of autumn, Mr.
Balmer, in common with several of his fellow-students, attended the regular
course of theology during the winters at the university of Edinburgh. They
thus availed themselves of the two-fold means of improvement which they
possessed, without any compromise of their principles being exacted in return;
and the fruits of this were manifest in after life, not only by the highly-supe-
rior attainments of many of the Secession ministry, but the liberal spirit and
kindly feeling which they learned to cherish toward their brethren of the
Established Church,and the affectionate intercourse that often continued between
them to the end. This, however, alarmed some .of the elder and more rigid
brethren of the Synod: they thought that this liberality savoured of Iukewarm-
ness, and would in time provea grievous snare ; and, under the impression, an
overture was introduced into the Synod, for the prevention of all such erratic
courses in future. The students of Selkirk, who studied under Dr. Lawson,
took the alarm &t this threatened restriction, and the petition and remonstrance
presented by them in vindication was drawn up by Mr. Balmer. Although
some indignation was expressed at the students for the liberty they had thus
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taken in addressing the supreme court of their church, the petition was received
by the Synod, and the obnoxious overture dismissed. One of the senior and
leading members observed on this occasion, that he would be sorry to see any
measure adopted which would tend to drive from their body the man who could
write such a paper.

After having finished the four years’ course of divinity prescribed by the
Presbyterian Churches of Scotland, it was expected that Mr. Balmer should
apply for license as a preacher. This was the more necessary in the communion
to which he belonged, as the number of its licentiates scarcely equalled that of
the vacant congregations. But, to the surprise of his friends, he held back for
two years, although his delay was attributed to unworthy motives. Already
one of the most promising students of the connection, it was thought that
he demurred from mere pride of intellect, and was unwilling to identify him-
self with a cause which as yet had produced so few men of high mark: others,
who were aware that he had already been advised to pass over to the Estab-
lished Church, and share in its honours and emoluments, imagined that he had
taken the advice to heart, and only waited the fit season for such a step. But
these surmiscs were as unkind as they were untrne. His ambition went no
higher than to be the humble, useful minister of some country Burgher congre-
gation, while his humility confirmed him in the belief that he would have for
his brethren men of still higher attainments than his own. His delay entirely
originated in scruples of conscience. He had thought anxiously and profoundly
upon the subject, and could not wholly admit the formula which he would be
required to subscribe as a licentiate. “On the question,” he afterwards said,
“ demanding an assent to the Confession and Catechisms, I stated, that to me
these documents appeared so extensive and multifarious as to be disproportioned
to the narrow limits of the human mind ; that I at least had not studied every
expression in them so carefully as to be prepared to assent to it with the
solemnity of an oath ; that I approved of them, however, in so far as I had
studied them; and that the Presbytery might ascertain, by strict examination,
the amount of my attainments, and treat me accordingly-—which of course
they did.” His scruples were respected, his explanations in assenting to the
formula admitted, and on the 4th of August, 1812, he was licensed as a preacher
of the gospel by the Associate Presbytery of Edinburgh.

On commencing the great work to which all lis studies had heen hitherto
directed, and all hislife was to be henceforth devoted, Mr. Balmer began under
rather inauspicions circumstances. All are aware how essential certain external
advantages are in the formation of an acceptable and popular preacher, and
how completely a Dissenting preacher depends upon this popularity for his eall
to the ministry, and the successful discharge of his duties, But in the graces of
person and manner Mr. Balmer was decidedly wanting. His eyes, from their
weakness, had an unpleasant cast, and his figure was ungainly; his voice was
monotonous; and his gestures were, to say the least, inelegant, Fora person inhis
position to surmount such obstacles argued a mind of no ordinary power, And
he did surmount them. Such’was the depth and originality of thought, the
power of language, and heart-moving unction which his sermons possessed,
that his growing acceptability bade fair in a short time to convert these defects
into positive excellencies in the eyes of his captivated aunditories. In a few
months he received calls from not less than four congregations, so that he would
Lave been in a strait to choose, had not the laws of his church provided for such
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doubtful emergencies. Amid such competition, the choice devolved upon
the Synod, modified, however, by the personal wishes of the preacher thus
called; and on Balmer expressing a preference for the congregation at Berwick,
he was ordained its minister on the 23d of March, 1814.

"The life of a Sccession minister in a third-rate town affords few points for a
limited memoir. They are also of such a regular monotonous character, that
the history of a single month is a sufficient specimen of whole years so occupied.
And yet, while thus employed, Mr. Balmer was neither a dull nor inefficient
workman. He threw the whole of his large intellect and warm heart into his
sacred duties; and while he secured the love of his congregation, his reputation
was silently growing and going onward, until, without seeking it, he found
himself a man of high mark and influence in that important segment of the
church universal to which he belonged. And all the while he was continuing
to improve his faculties, and extend his intellectual resources, for his was not
a mind to rest satisfied with past acquirements, however sufficient they might
be for the present demand. Events also occurred, or were searched out and
found sufficient to keep up that wholesome stir of mind without which the best
of duties are apt to become a monotonous task. Among these was the exercise
of his pen in a revicw of the work of  Hall of Leicester on Termsof Communion,”
which was inserted in two numbers of the Christian Repository of 1817. lle
was also on several occasions a visitor to London, whither he was called on
clerical duty ; and in these southward journeys he enjoyed much ¢ colloquy
sublime ” with Robert Hall, of whom his reminiscences are among the most
interesting that have appeared of that great pulpit orator and theological meta-
physician. He also took a keen interest in the union of the two parties of the
Secession Church, known by the names of Burghers and anti-Burghers, which
took place in 1820, This was an event that was dear to his heart, for not only
was he a lover of Christian concord, and the enemy of all infinitesimal distine-
tions that leep brethren asunder, but he had been born in that union; for al-
though’ his father and mother had belonged to the different parties, they had
always lived and acted as those who are completely at one. In 1826 he married
Miss Jane Scott, daughter of Mr. Alexander Scott of Aberdeen, and sister of
John Scott, the well-known author of “Visits to Paris.” In the year following
he was involved—as what minister in Scotland was not more or less involved-—
in what is still vividly remembered under the name of the “ Apoecrypha
Controversy.” Mr. Balmer endeavoured on this occasion to reconcile the
contending parties, and was requited by the suspicions of the one, and the
aetive hostility of the other, for his pains. Such was the fate of not a few at
this time who endeavoured to perform the part of peacemakers. = They are
“blessed ” indeed—but not of men, and must look elsewhere than to the earth
for their reward. After the Apocryphical, the Voluntary controversy pre-
dominated, in which the Secession, utterly renouncing the Establishment prin-
ciple, which it had hitherto recognized in theory, became thoroughly and com-
pletely a Dissent, by proclaiming the inexpediency and unlawfulness of civil
establishments of religion, and contending for a separation between Church and
State. On this occasion, Mr. Balmer took the part that might have been ex-
pected from hischaracter and situation. He was alliéd in friendship with many
ministers of the Established Church ; and, in common with many of his brethren,
he was conscious of the fickleness of popular rule. All this was well so long as
the question was left to every man’s conscience. But when it swelled into
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a public controversy, and when every person was obliged to take a side, and
be either the friend or the enemy of Voluntaryism, Mr. Balmer acted as every
Secession minister did, who still meant to abide at his post, instead of passing over
to the opposite church. Ile thought that the voluntary system although an evil,
wags the least evil of the two, and therefore he became its apologist and advocate.

On the death of Dr. Dick of Glasgow, who for thirteen years had been pro-
fessor of theology in the Associate, and afterwards of the United Associate
Synod, it was resolved to establish three divinity professorships, instead of one.
On this occasion Mr. Balmer’s high talents were recognized, by his appointment
in 1834, first to the chair of pastoral theology, and afterwards to that of sys-
tematic theology. Although Glasgow was the sphere of his professorship, his
duties called him away from Berwick only two monthsin the year. The duties
of such a brief session, however, were scarcely less than those of a six months’
course inourwell-endowed universities. The followingisan accountof them given
by one of his pupils :—%It is not, I presume, necessary to say more of the nature of
his course than that it consisted of five parts—one preliminary, on the Christian
evidences ; one supplementary, on Christian morals; the other three consisting
respectively of—topics in Revelation preparatory to the scheme of redemption ;
of the work of the Redeemer; and of the blessings of redemption. - Those
subjects were gone over in a series of lectures, extending over the last three
years of the students’ course. Each session occupied eight weeks, and the
number of weekly lectures, cach of an hour’s length, was five, so that the total
number delivered in a full course was, after every abatement for interruption
and irregularity, somewhere below one hundred and twenty, Another hour
daily was somewhat irregularly divided between examinations, or rather oral
lectures, and hearing of the discourses of between forty and fifty students, in
the third and fifth years of their progress, to which was sometimes added an oe-
casional voluntary essay.”  Of the manner in which these duties were dis-
charged, the same pupil affectionately adds:—¢ Who can ever forget the hours
spent in hearing these prelections, or the singularly impressive manner of him
by whom they were delivered? The simplicity of the recluse student, exalted
into the heavenliness of mature saintship—the dignified composure, mixed with
kindly interest—the look of unworldly purity and abstract intelligence, that
more thanredeemed the peculiar and unpromising features—the venerable hoary
head, that no one could refuse torise up and honour—all strongly fixed the eye ;
and then came the full stream of a never-to-be-forgotten voice, monotonous only
in simple and unimportant sentences, but varied in striking cadence through all
the members of an exquisitely balanced period, and now kindling into animation
and emphasis in the glow of argument, now sinking info thrilling solemnity
and tenderness with the falls of devout emotion ; while all the while no play of
look, or fervour of tone, or strange sympathetic gesture, could disturb your
idea of the reigning self-possession and lofty moral dignity of the speaker.
Never had lecturer a more attentive audience. The eagerness of note taking
alone broke the general silence.”

‘When these important labours were finished, Mr. Balmer returned at the end
of each session to Berwick, not for the purpose of rest, however, but to resume
his clerical duties with double vigour.” In this way his life went on from year
to year—silent indeed, and overlooked by the world in general ; but who can
trace or fully estimate the effects of such a life upon the generations to come ?
He who in such fashion rears up teachers of religion may live and die unnoticed,
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but never unfelt : his deeds will travel onward, from generation to generation,
even when his name has utterly passed away ; he will still live and instruct, in
his pupils, and the disciples of his pupils, though his dust may long ago have
mouldered in the winds. In 1840 DMr. Balmer received from the university
of St. Andrews the degree of Doctor in Divinity, which was spontaneously con-
ferred upon him by the Senatus, without influence or solicitation. During
the latter years of his life, a controversy was agitated in the United Secession,
upon the extent of the atonement, which threatened at one timé to rend that
chureh asunder, and which even yet has not been terminated. In such a case,
it could not be otherwise than that Dr. Balmer, however unwillingly, should
express his sentiments upon the question at issue. This hedid, but with such
gentleness and moderation, as to soften the keenness of debate, and increase the
general esteem in which he was held by all parties. After this his season ar-
rived in which every theological doubt and difficulty ends in unswerving and
eternal certainty. A short but severe illness, the result of mental anxiety acting
upon a feeble frame—the first and last attack of serious pain and sickness he

had ever felt—ended his life on the 1st of July, 1844. This event, however
anticipated from his years and growing infirmities, not only threw his whole
congregation into the deepest sorrow, each individual feeling himself bereaved
of an honoured and affectionate father, but struck with a sudden thrill the ex-
tensive Associate Secession church through its whole range in Scotland and
Englaud. Even the funeral of Dr. Balmer was significant of his catholic
liberality and high talents—of one who had lived in Christian peace and love
with all, and won the admiration and esteem of all ; for in the town busine:s
was suspended, the inhabitants assembled as if some prince of the land was to be .
honoured and bewailed in his death,and the coffin was followed to the grave by
the ministers of every denomination, both of the English and Scottish Listablish-
ment and Dissent, who dwelt in the town and country. A monumental obelisk was
soon after erected over the grave by his affectionate congregation. Two volumes
of his writings have also been published since his death, the one consisting of
Pulpit Discourses, and the other of Academical Lectures, in which the high esti-
mate taken of his talents by the church to which he belonged is fully justified.
BARTON, Axprew, High Admiral of Scotland.—The fifteenth century was
the great era of maritime adventure and discovery ; and in these it might have
been expected that Scotland would have taken her full share. The troubled
state of the country, however, and the poverty of its sovereigns, prevented the
realization of such a hope. There wasno royal navy, and such ships as were to
be found in the Scottish service were merchant vessels, and the property of
private individuals. Still, there was no lack of stout hardy sailors and skilful
commanders; and although the poverty of Scotland was unable to furnish those
ample means that were necessary for remote and uncertain voyages of discovery,
the same cause made them eager to enjoy the advantages of traffic with those

countries that were already known. Another cause of this was the long peace
with England during the reign of Ilenry VII., so that those daring spirits who
could no longer find occupation in fight or foray by land, were fain to have re-
course to the dangers'of another element. The merchant, also, who embarked
with hisown cargo, was obliged to know something more than the gainful craft
of a mere trader. He was captain as well as proprietor, and had to add the
science of navigation and the art of warfare on sea, to that of skilful bargaining
on shore, and thus, in every variety of ways, his intellectual powers were tried
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and perfected. This was an occupation well fitted to the Scottish mind, in
which it conséquently became so pre-eminent, that during the reigns of James
IT1. and James IV., it seemed a doubtful question whether Scotland or Eng-
land was to bear the ¢ meteor flag” of the island ; and of the merchant eaptains
of this period, the most distinguished were Sir Andrew Wood, of Largo; Sir
Alexander Mathieson ; William Merrimonth, of Leith, who, for his naval skill,
was called the “king of the sea,” and the Bartons.

This Barton family, which for two generations produced naval commanders of
great celebrity, first appeared in Scottish history in 1476. This was in conse-
quence of John Barton, the father of Andrew, having been plundered, and as it has
been added, murdered, by the Portuguese, who at that period were all-prevalent
upon the ocean. The unfortunate mariner, however, had three sons, the oldest of
whom was Andrew, all brought up from boyhood in his own profession, and not
likely to allow their father's death to pass unquestioned. Andrew accordingly
instituted a trial in Flanders, where the murder was perpetrated, and obtained a
verdict in his favour ; but the Portuguese refusing to pay the awarded penalty,
the Bartons applied to their own sovereign for redress. James accordingly
sent a herald to the king of Portugal ; but this application having also been in
vain, he granted to the Bartons letters of reprisal, by which they were allowed
to indemnify themselves by the strong hand upon the ships of the Portuguese.
And such a commission was not allowed to lie idle. The Bartons immediately
threw themselves into the track of the richly-laden carracks and argosies of
Portugal in their homeward way from India and Sounth America; and such
was their success, that they not only soon indemnified themselves for their
Josses, but obtained a high reputation for naval skill and valour. Among the
rich Indian spoil that was brought home on this occasion, were several ITindoo
and negro captives, whose ebony colour and strange features astounded, and
also alarmed the simple people of Scotland. James IV. turned these singular
visitants to account, by making them play the part of Ethiopian queens and
African sorcerers in the masques and pageants of his court. This was in itself
a trifle, but it gave a high idea of the growing naval importance of Scotland,
when it could produce such spectacles as even England, with all its superior
wealth, power, and refinement, was unable to furnish.

It was not merely in such expeditions which had personal profit or revenge
for their object that the Bartons were exclusively employed; for they were in
the service of & master (James IV.) who was an enthusiast in naval affairs, and
who more than all his predecessors understood the necessity of a fleet as the
right arm of a British sovereign. This was especially the case in his attempts
to subjugate the Scottish isles, that for centuries had persisted in rebellion
under independent kinglings of their own, and in every national difficulty had
becn wont to invade the mainland, and sweep the adjacent districts with fire
and sword. For the purpose of reducing them to complete obedience, James
not only led against them an army in person, but employed John Barton, one
of the three brothers, to conduct a fleet, and invade them by sea. The use of
ships in such a kind of warfare was soon apparent: the islanders retreated from
the royal army, as heretofore, in their galleys, and took refuge among their iron-
bound coasts, but found these no longer places of safety when their fastnesses
were assailed from the sea, and their strong castles bombarded. The chiefs,
therefore, yielded themselves to the royal authority, and from thenceforth lived
in most unwonted submission. While thus the Scottish flag waved over those




ANDREW BARTON. 37

islands that had hitherto been the strongholds of rebellion, another of the
Bartons was employed to vindicate its dignity abroad and among foreigners.
This was Andrew, who for some time had held with his brothers the chief
direction of maritime affairs in Scotland, and heen employed in the formation
of a royal navy, as well as in cruises against the rich carracks of Portugal.
The Ilollanders, in the true spirit of piracy by which the maritime communi-
ties of Europe were at this time inspired, had attacked a small fleet of Scottish
merchant vessels, and not only plundered them, but murdered the crews, and
thrown their bodies into the sea. This outrage, from a people with whom the
Scots were at peace, was not to be tolerated, and Andrew Barton was sent with
asquadron to chastise the offenders. And this he did with a merciless severity
that reminds us of the ¢ Douglas Larder.” Ile captured many of the piratical
ships, and not only put their crews to death, but barrelled their heads in the
empty casks which he found in the vessels, and sent them home to his sovereign,
to prove how well he had discharged his duty.

The time had now arrived, however, when Andrew Barton, after having
made so many successful cruises, was to fall upon the deck where he had so
often stood a conqueror. His death, also, strangely enough, was mainly owing
to the tortuous intrigues of a pontiff, about whom, it is probable, he had heard
little, and cared still less. Julius II. having formed designs of political self-
aggrandizement which a war between France and England would have pre-
vented, was anxious to find the latter sufficient occupation at home, with its
turbulent neighbours, the Scots. Portuguese envoys, therefore, at the English
court represented to Henry VIII. the whole family of the Bartons as pirates,
who indiscriminately plundered the ships of every country; and they charged
Andrew, in particular, with these offences, and represented how desirable it
would be if the English seas could be rid of his presence. Henry listened to
these suggestions, and, with his wonted impetuosity assented to their fulfil-
ment, although a war with Scotland was at that time the least desirable event
that could have befallen him. It has also been alleged by English writers,
that Andrew Barton, in his war against the Portuguese, had not been over-
scrupulous in confining himself to his letters of reprisal, but had also over-
hauled and pillaged English vessels, under the pretext that they had Portugnese
goods on board. Such, at least, was generally believed in England; and the Earl
of Surrey, to whom the naval affairs of the kingdom chiefly belonged, is de.
elared to have sworn that the narrow seas should no longer be thus infested,
while his estate could furnish a ship, or his family a son to command it.

The threat of Surrey was not an idle one. He fitted out two men of-war, one
of them the largest in the English navy, and sent them under the command of
his sons, Lord Thomas Howard, and Sir Edward Howard, afterwards lord high
admiral, to find and ercounter the terrible Scottish seaman. They had not long
to seek, for in the Downs they were apprized of his meighbourhood by the
captain of a merchant vessel which he had plnndered on the day preceding.
Barton had just returned from a cruise against the Portuguese, with two ships,
one the Lion, which himself commanded, and the other a small armed pinnace.
When the Howards approached, they hoisted no war signal, but merely put up
a willow wand on their masts, as if they were peaceful traders; but when
Andrew Barton approached, they hoisted their national flag, and fired a broad-
side into his vessel. On finding that he had enemies to deal with, although they
were of superior force, he fearlessly advanced to the encounter. Distinguished
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by his rich dress, his splendid armour of proof, and the gold chain around his
neek, to which was attached a whistle of the same metal, the emblem of his
office as high admiral of Scotland, he took his stand upon the highest paxt of
the deck, and encouraged his men to fight bravely. The battle commenced,
and continued on hoth sides with the utmost desperation. One maneuvre of
Scottish naval warfare which Barton used, was derived from an old Roman
practice used against the Carthaginians, although he had, perhaps, never read
their history; this was, to drop large weights or beams from the yard-arms of
his vessel into that of the enemy, and thus sink it while the two ships were
locked together; but, to accomplish this feat, it was necessary for a man to go
aloft to let the weight fall. The English commander, apprised of this, had
appointed the best archer of his erew to keep watch upon the movement, anl
shoot every man who attempted to go aloft for the purpose. The archer had
already brought down two Scottish seamen who had successively ventured to
ascend, when Andrew Barton seeing the danger, resolved to make the attempt
himself. As he ascended the mast for this purpose, Lord IIoward eried to his
archer,  Shoot, villain, and shoot true, on peril of thy life.”” ¢ An’ I were to
die for it,” replied the man despondingly, “I have but two arrows left.” These,
however, he used with his utmost strength and skill. The first shaft bounded
from Barton’s coat of proof, but the second entered the crevice of his armour, as
he stretched up his hand in the act of climbing the mast, and inflicted a mortal
wound through the arm-pit. He descended as if unhurt, and exclaimed, “Fight
on, my merry men; I am but slightly wounded, and will rest me awhile, but
will soon join you again; in the meantime, stand you fast by the cross of Saint
Andrew!” He then blew his whistle during the combat, to encourage his
followers, and continued to sound it as long as life remained. After his death
the conflict terminated in the capture of the Lion, and also the pinnace, ealled
the Jenny Pirwen, which were brought in triumph into the Thames. The
Lion was afterwards adopted into the English navy, and was the second largest
ship in the service, the Great Henry, the first vessel which the English had
expressly constructed for war, being the laxgest.

Sueh was the end of Andrew Barton, a bright name in the early naval history
of Scotland. While his death was felt as a great national calamity, it was parti-
cularly affeeting to James IV., whose nautical studies he had directed, and
whose infant navy he had made so distingnished among the European maritime
powers. Rothesay herald was instantly despatehed to London, to complain of
this breach of peace, and demand redress; but to this appeal Henry VIIL
arrogantly replied, that Barton was a pirate, and that the fate of pirates ought
never to beasubject of contention between princes, Here, however, the matter
was not to rest. Robert Barton, one of Andrew’s brothers, was immediately,
furnished with letters of reprisal against the English; and thus commissioned;
he swept the narrow seas so effectually, that he soon returned to Leith with
thirteen English prizes. War by sca between England and Scotland was soon fol-
lowed by war by land, and in the letter of remonstrance and defiance to Henry,
VIII., with which James preceded the invasion of England, the unjust slaughter
of Andrew Barton, and the capture of his ships, were stated among the principal
grievances for which redress was thus sought. Even when battle was at hand,
also, Lord Thomas Howard sent & message to the Scottish king, boasting of his
share in the death of Barton, whom he persisted in calling a pirate, and adding,
that he was ready to justify the deed in the vanguard, where his command

-
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lay, and where he meant to show as little mercy as he expected to receive.
And then succeeded the battle of Flodden, in which James and the best of the
Seottish nobility fell; and after Flodden, a loss occurred which Barton would
yather have died than witnessed. This was the utter extinction of the Scottish
fleet, which was allowed to lie rotting in the harbours of France, or to be
trucked away in inglorious sale, like common firewood. From that period,
Scotland so completely ceased to be a naval power, that even at the time of the
Union, she not only had no war vesscls whatever, but scarcely any merchant
ships—the few that lay in her ports being chiefly the property of the traders of
Holland ;—and full three centuries have to elapse before we find another dis-
tinguished Scottish seaman in the naval history of Great Britain.

BELL, Stz Cuarues, was born at Edinburgh in 1774, His father was a
minister of the Seottish Episcopal Church, and held a small living at Doune,
in the county of Perth. Asthe minister died while still young, his family,
consisting of four sons, were thrown upon the maternal care; but this, instead
of being a disadvantage, seems to have produced a contrary effect, by the early
development of their talents, so that they all attained distinguished positions
in society, the first as a writer to the signet, the sccond as an eminent surgeon,
and the third as professor of Scots Law in the University of Edinburgh.
Charles, the youngest, was less favourably situated than his brothers for a com-
plete education, but his own observation and natural aptitude supplied the
deficiency. ¢ My education,” he tells us, “ was the example of my brothers.”
The care of his mother did the rest, so that her youngest and best-beloved
child at last outstripped his more favoured seniors, and his grateful remems-
brance of her lessons and training continued to the end of his life. The history
of such a family justifies the saying which the writer of this notice has often
heard repeated by a learned professor of the University of Glasgow: ¢ When
I see,” he said, “a very talented youth who makes his way in the world, I do
not ask, Who was his father, but, Who was his mother?”” On being removed
to the High School of Edinburgh—where, by the way, he made no dis-
tinguished figure—Charles was chiefly under the charge of his brother, John,
subsequently the eminent surgeon, and it was from him that he derived that
impulse which determined his future career. He studied anatomy, and such
was his rapid proficieney, that even before he had reaclied the age of man-
hood, he was able to deliver lectures on that science, as assistant of his brother,
John, to & class of more than a hundred pupils. 1In 1799, even before he was
admitted a fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, lie published
the first part of his ¢ System of Dissections.”” . Longing, however, for a wider
field of action, and disgusted with the medical controversies which were carried
on in Edinburgh, he removed to London in 1804, and threw himself into the
arena of the British metropolis. It was a bold step ; for at this time, owing to
political causes, a Scotsman of education was regarded with suspicion and dislike
in this favourite field of Scottish adventure, and Charles Bell, like the rest of
his countrymen, was locked upon as an interloper come to supplant the true
children of the English soil. But he bravely held onward in his course, and
won for himself the esteem of influential friends, the chief of whom were Sir
Astley Cooper and Dr. Abernethy, and he soon extended the circle by his
treatise on the “Anatomy of Expression,” which was published in London in
1806. It was a work so admirably suited for painters, in their delineations of
human feeling and passion, that the most distinguished artists of the day
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adopted it for their text-book, and were loud in their encomiums of its merits.
Still, however, this was but the foundation-stone of his future distinction. Bell
had determined to be “chief of his profession in character,” and to attain this
daring height much had to be surmounted. He commenced as a public lecturer,
but upon a humble and disadvantageous scale, as he was still an alien in Lon-
don; and his early discoveries upon the nervous system, which he was patiently
maturing, as his future highest claims to distinction, were as yet but little
esteemed by the public, and would be compelled to force their way slowly into
notice, if they should ever chance to he noticed. In 1807, the same year in
which he commenced his course of lectures, he published his “System of
Operative Surgery,” a work where all the operations deseribed in it were the
result not of mere theory or reading, but of personal experience,

It was amidst this disheairtening amount of unthanked, unappreciated toil
and disappointment that Charles Bell sought a comforter of his cares; and in
1811 lic married Miss Shaw, who not only justified his choice, but made him
brother-in-law to two men whose pursuits were congenial to his own. These
were Joln and Alexander Shaw, whom his lessons and example raised into
distinguished anatomists and physiologists, while the latter nltimately became
the most effective champion of his preceptor’s claims to originality in his phy-
siological and anatomical discoveries. Bell's darkened horizon now began to
clear, and his worth to be properly estimated. In 1811, the happy year of his
marriage, after he had long remained unconnected with any medical school or
association, he was allied to the Hunterian School in Windmill Street, as joint
lecturer with Mr. Wilson. The extent of his knowledge and power of illus-
trating it, exhibited in his prelections, and the happy facility of demonstration
and expression which he had always at command, soon made his lectures popu-
lar, so that in 1814 he was appointed surgeon to the Middlesex Hospital ; and
here his remarkable skill as an operator, combined with his style of lecturing,
which, although not eloquent, was full of thought very strikingly expressed,
made him a favourite both with patients and pupils. The result of his labours
there, which continued till 1836, enabled him to make the honest boast at his
departure, that he had left the institution, which at his entrance was but of small
account, ¢ with full wards, and £120,0600 in the funds.”

As the whole of the preceding period, up to the date of Napoleon’s banish--

ment to St. Helena, had been a season of war, the professional talents of Bell
had been in request in our military hospitals, and upon the Continent, as well
as in London, so that in 1809, immediately after the battle of Corunna, he
quitted the metropolis, to attend upon the wounded of the British army. Here
his opportunities of acquiring fresh knowledge were eagerly embraced, and the
result of his experience was an essay on gun-shot wounds, which appeared as an
appendix to his “System of Operative Surgery,” published in 1807. After the
battle of Waterloo, he also repaired to Brussels, and took the charge of an hos-
pital; and here he was engaged for three successive days and nights in operating
upon and dressing the wounds of three hundred soldiers. Of these cases he made
varions drawings in water-colouring, which are reckoned among the best speci-
mens of such productions in our anatomical school. The following extracts of
aletter which he wrote from Brussels to his brother, the distinguished barrister
in Edinburgh, will give a clear idea of the occupations of Charles Bell in this
labour, which he so kindly and gratuitously undertook, as well as of the men
who were now his patients:—*“1I have just returned from seeing the French
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wounded received in their hospital ; and could you sce them laid out naked, or
almost so—one hundred in a row of low beds on the ground—though wounded,
exhausted, beaten, you would still conclude with me that they were men capable
of marching unopposed from the west of Europe to the east of Asia: strong, thick-
set, hardy veterans, brave spirits and unsubdued, as they cast their wild glance
apon you—their black eyes and brown cheeks finely contrasted with the fresh
sheets—you would much admire their capacity of adaptation. These fel-
lows are brought from the field after lying many days on the ground; many
dying—many in the agony—many miserably racked with pain and spasms;
and the next mimics his fellow, and gives it a tune—A#ka, vous chantes bien !
How they are wounded you will see in my notes. But I must not have you
to lose the present impression on me of the formidable nature of these fellows
as exemplars of the breed in France. It is a forced praise; for from all I have
seen, and all I have heard of their fierceness, cruelty, and blood-thirstiness, I
cannot convey to you my detestation of this race of trained banditti.” The
following picture which the letter contains of their eremies by whom they
were opposed, is equally striking :—¢ This superb city is now ornamented with
the finest groups of armed men that the most romantic fancy could dream of.
I was struck with the words of a friend, E——: ‘I saw,’ said he, ‘?Zat man
returning from the field on the 16th—(this was a Brunswicker, of the Black
or Death Ilussars):—he was wounded, and had his arm amputated on the field.
He was among the first that came in. He rode straight and stark upon his
horse—the bloody clouts about his stump—pale as death but upright, with a
stern, fixed expression of feature, as if loth to lose his revenge.” These troops
are very remarkable in their fine military appearance; their dark and ominous
dress sets off to advantage their strong, manly northern features and white
mustachios; and there is something more than commonly impressive about the
whole effect.” After this account, the writer returns to his professional occu-
pations. “ This,” he adds, ““is the second Sunday after the battle, and many
are not yet dressed. Thereare 20,000 wounded in thistown, besides those in the
lLospitals, and the many in the other towns—only 3000 prisoners; 80,000, they
say, killed and wounded on both sides.”

The time at length arrived when Bell was to acquire that full amount of re-
putation for which he had toiled so long and laboriously, and amidst such un-
merited neglect. From an early period his favourite subject of investigation
was the nervous system, upon which the most erroneous opinions had hitherto
prevailed. Even professional men of high medical and anatomical knowledge
rested satisfied in the belief, that all the nerves were alike, and that the superior
amount of susceptibility in any organ merely depended upon the greater number
of nerves allotted to it. But even before he left Edinburgh, a suspicion had
grown upon the mind of Bell, that this prevalent opinion was erroncous, and
farther inquiry satisfied him that himself alone was in the right. He found
that the nerves were distributed into different classes, to each of which belonged
‘its proper function; and that the same puncture, which, applied to any other
of these conductors to the senses, would produce a sensation of pain, when
applied to the eye would give only the impression of a flash of light. He saw,
also, that the two roots by which the spinal nerves are connected with the
‘vertebral medulla, impart two different powers, the one that of motion, the other
that of sensation, In this way he accounted for those cases in which the motive
or sensitive powers are singly or severally lost. This discovery, which was as
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wonderful as that of the circulation of the blood, astonished the whole medieal
world: it was a revelation that had remained unknown till now, and when
announced, could not be controverted ; and under this new guidance, practical
anatomists were directed to the proper seat of the ailments that came under their
notice, as well as taught the right mode of cure. His theory, which was pub-
lished in 1821, in the “Philosophical Transactions,” in the form of an essay on
the “Nervous System,” produced immediate attention, and when its value was
appreciated, attempts were made to deny him the merit of the discovery.
Fortunately, however, for his claims, he had printed a pamphlet for distribution
among his friends, as early as 1811, in which the principal points of his theory
were already announced ; while his letters, written to his brother upon the
subject, were sufficient to put to flight the numerous pretenders who claimed
the discovery as their own. His subsequent publications on the ¢ Nervous
Circle,” and “On the Eye,” completely established the existence of a sixth
sense, by which we are enabled to ascertain and estimate the qualities of size,
weight, form, distance, texture, and resistance.

Bell had now reached the summit of his ambition, and established for himself
a European reputation. His suggestions and improvements were adopted in
every country where the healing art was studied as a science, while the leading
men of the Continent united in testifying to the value of his labours. In 1824
he was appointed to the Senior Chair of Anatomy and Surgery in the London
College of Surgeons, while his treatises on ‘Animal Mechanics,” and “On the
Hand,” and his “Illustrations of Paley’s Natural Theology,” secured that pro-
fessional distinction which seemed capable of no farther extension. On the
accession of William IV. to the throne, it was resolved to commemorate this
event, by conferring the honour of knighthood upon a few of the most eminent
scientific men of the period, and in this chosen number Bell was included, with
his countrymen Brewster, Leslie, and Ivory. An opportunity now occurred
for Sir Charles Bell to return to Scotland after an absence of thirty-two years,
by an offer in 1836 of the professorship of Surgery in the university of Edin-
burgh, which he accepted. It was his prevailing desire, notwithstanding his
wide and lucrative practice in London, to have leisure for prosecuting his
scientific researches, and to prosecute them among the friends of his youth, and
inthe place where they had commenced. But unfortunately hefound Edinburgh
too limited a field for his purposes, and especially for a new and great work upon
the “Nervous System,” which he wished to publish, with numerous splendid
illustrations. Instead of this, he was obliged to content himself with a new
edition of the ‘“Anatomy of Expression,” which he greatly extended and im-
proved, in the course of a tour through Italy, during the interval of a college
session. He also published his “Institutes of Surgery,” containing the substance
of his lectures delivered in the university. In 1842, during the vacation of
summer, Sir Charles left Edinburgh on a journey to London; but, on reaching
Hallow Park on the 27th of May, he died suddenly the same night. The cause of
Lis death was angina pectoris, brought on,as was supposed by his friends, from dis-
appointment, chiefly arising from the new Medical Reform Bill, which he believed
was hostile to the best interests of the profession. His intellectual originality,
acuteness of perception, and steady perseverance, by which he attained such
distinguished reputation and success, were connected with an amenity and gen-
tleness of disposition that endeared him to the circle of his friends, and the
society in which he moved. An excellent portrait and striking likeness of Sir
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Charles Bell was painted by B. Mantyne, of which an engraving by Thomson
will be found in the third volume of Pettigrew’s “ Medical Portrait Gallery.”

+ BELL, Jaxes.—This indefatigable geographer was born in 1769, in Jedburgh.
His father, the Rev. Thomas Bell, minister of a Relief congregation in that town,
and afterwards of Dovehill chapel, in Glasgow, was a man of great worth and
‘considerable learning, and the author of a Treatise on the Covenants,” and
several other pieces of a theological kind. In his childhood and youth the
subject of our memoir suffered much sickness, and gave little promise either of
bodily or mental vigour; but, as he grew up, his constitution improved, and he
began to evince that irresistible propensity to reading, or rather devouring all
books that came in his way, which ever afterwards marked his character. It
was fortunate for him that he was not bereft of his natural guardian until he
was considerably advanced in life, for he was quite unfit to push his own way
in the world, the uncommon simplicity of his character rendering him the easy
‘dupe of the designing and knavish. He indeed entered into business for a
short time as a manufacturer with his characteristic ardour, but finding himself
unsuccessful, he betook himself to another and more laborious mode of mak-
ing a livelihood, but one for which he was far better qualified, namely, the
private teaching of Greek and Latin to advanced students. But as his father,
with parental prudence, had settled a small annuity upon him, he was enabled
to devote a considerable portion of his time to those studies and researches to
which his natural inclination early led him, and which he only ceased to pro-
secute with his life. Dr, Bell used to advert with feelings of peculiar satisfac-
tion to the meetings of a little weekly society which, during this period of his
history, were held at his house and under his auspices, and at which the mem-
bers read essays and debated questions for their mutual entertainment and im-
provement. On all these occasions, Mr. Bell never failed to contribute his full
share fo the evcning's proceedings, and, when fairly excited, would astonish
and delight his associates, particularly the younger part of them, with the
extent and variety of his learning, and the astonishing volubility with which he
poured forth the treasures of his capacious and well-furnished mind on almost
every possible topic of speculation or debate.

Mr. Bell’s first appearance as an author was made about the year 1815,
when he contributed several valuable chapters to the “Glasgow Geography "—a
work which had an extensive circulation, published in five volumes 8vo, by
the house of Khull, Blackie, & Co., and which became the foundation of Mr.
Bell’s «“ System of Popular and Scientific Geography.” In 1824 he published
—in conjunction with a young Glasgow linguist of great promise, named John
Bell, who died January 1, 1826, but no relative of the subject of this memoir—
a thin 8vo volume, entitled, *“Critical Researches in Philology and Geography.”
The philologist contributed two articles to the volume, the one a “Review of
Jones’s Persian Grammar,” and the other & “ Review of an Arabic Vocabulary
and Index to Richardson’s Arabic Grammar, by James Noble, Teacher of Lan-
guages, in Edinburgh,” both of which are characterized by a minute acquaint-
ance with the subjects under discussion. The geographer’s contribution con-
sisted of a very elaborate “Examination of the Various Opinions that in
Modern Times have been held respecting the Sources of the Ganges, and the
Correctness of the Lamas’ Map of Thibet,” which elicited high encomiums from
some of the leading periodicals of the day.

Geography was the science around which as a nucleus all his sympathies
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gathered, as if by an involuntary and irresistible fendency. To it he conse-
crated the labour of his life; it was the favourite study of his earlier years, and
his old age continucd to be cheered by it. In every thing belonging to this
science there was a marvellous quickness and accuracy of perception—an
extreme justness of observation and inference about him. When the conversa-
tion turned upon any geographical subject, his ideas assumed a kind of poetical
inspiration, and flowed on in such unbroken and close succession, as to leave ro
opportunity to his auditors of interposing a question or pursuing a discussion.
Once engaged, there was no recalling him from his wild excursive range—on he
went, revelling in the intensity of his own enjoyment, and bearing his hearers
along with him over chains of mountains and lines of rivers, until they became
utterly bewildered by the rapidity with which the physical features of every
region of the globe were made to pass in panoramic succession before them.

From his childhood Mr. Bell had been subject to severe attacks of asthma.
These gradually assumed a more alarming character, and ultimately compelled
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